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,/¥/ ' HEADQUARTERS 47TH WING E: MEF/VL/GR/11s
/ APO 520 _

R - 7, L : 2 January 1945.

SUBJECT: Tactical Analysis of missioh of 26 December 1944,
(Targets along the BRENNER PASS). - by

Commanding Officer, 98th Bomb Group, APQ 520.
Cemmanding Officer, 376th Bomb Group, APO 520.
Commanding Officer, 449th Bomb Group, APO 520.
| ‘Commandins Officer, 450th Bomb Group, APO 520.

TO

1. Bombing Analysis:

a. The 47th wing‘attncked the ORA and the VMEZZOCORONA
Rallroad BTidges with Excellent results, and the AVISIO VIADUCT
with Unsatisfactory results. g B

b. The 449th attacked the ORA Railroad Bridge with
SatisfactoTy results. The first three boxes hit the T Puy but
none of the boxés were in trail when starting their run on the
target. The lead ship of the first box experienced some 'trouble
in holding a constant alrspeed, therefore the Very Satisfactory
results-scored by this Squadron (the 716th) were probably very
good under the circumstances. The second box from the 717th
Squadron, -cut short of the I.P. on their first approach, so the
leader elected to make a 360 and come in for another run - this
time over the I.,P., The formntion was somewhat scattered on the
run so that the pattern, like the results, was unsatisfactory.

The third squadron, the 718th, was forced to make a PDI run but
aside from' that the run was normal. Again, however, the pattern
and the results were unsatisfactory. The last squadron, the 719th
really encountered difficulty in getting squared away at the tar-
get. Coming up to the I,P.,, the first time they elected to make
a 360.so that the group following could go on in for the run.
When coming up on the I,p. the second time, they somehow picked-
up the wrong target and began their run on this. The mistake was
discovered in time however, and they mnde n turn and attacked the
Bridge on a northerly nxis. A good pattern was then laid down by
this box, but it started too shiort and did not walk up to the tar-
get. o
; - ¢. The 450th gave the performance of the day - scoring
Excellent Tesults., The various boxes had not obtained proper spac
ing before coming up onthe I,P. so the first two boxes ‘made a-
360 near the I,P, before starting their run on the target. * The
first box, the 720th, was squared away at the T.P. the next time
up and Bombardier GAWNE led the squadron on an excellent runp, scor-
ing Superior results. wWwhen the 722nd Squadron, flying sécond, camc
up on the I.P.,thé sccond time they fniled to get squared away at
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the tor et and after having to moke n couple turns on the bomb

run in an atiempt to get squarcd away ~nd €xperiencing an auto-
Pilot malfunction after they were almost rendy for the run, the
Squadron did not: have time for a bomb’ run. They turned off this
run and did not sttempt ~nother. No bombs werce dropped. . The
third box, from the 721st Sauadron, experienced 2 normal ran ~nd
Bombardier ENOCH led his squadron in to score Very Satisfactory
results. The 723rd Squadron, flying fourth, was led by Bombardier
McMAHON. Although Lt. rerAHON expericenced somc difficulty with
stiff knobs wiich made corrections difficult, nnd found it necess-
ary to bomb with =» c1ged ‘gyro because of inndequate current, he
nevertheless performed very crcditably. This squadron scored
Superior results, Gl

4. The 98th was bricfed to attack the AVISIO VIADUCT,
but beceausT of very poor visibility in the target nrea, none of
the boxes were able to bomb the primary. oOne box att-cked a tar-
get of opportunity - » Rnilprond Bridge 2t ROVERETO; another at-
tacked thie MEZZOCORON\ Railroagd Bridgze and the other box returncd
bombs to bnse. Becnuse of interference by a box from another
group, the group formation flew north of the 1.P. before turning
onto the'tnrget, After turning the first box from the 343rd
Squadron, ecncountered n very effective smoke screen, and the bomb-
ardier was unable to pick up the target until directly over it,
The box then rallied left ahd made 2 run on the Railrond Bridge
at ROVERETO. The run wa2s ' too short for complete syhchronization
however, and the bombs missed the bridge. The 344th Squadron was
also unable to pick up the target until directly over it, so they
ralliel left and followed whnt they believed to be their lend box,
expecting to attack an alternate. The box they were following led
them out of the aren completely however, so they returned bombs to
base. The 345th squadron was in troil of the other two boxes and
turned in trail, taking up the bri:fed heading. Becnuse they
turned north of the I,P. however, this heading took them to an al -
ternate target - the MEZZOCORONA RAILROAD BRIDGE. Although a
smoke screen over tho targct proved to be a handicop, Bombardier
MeECAULEY was.able to complete Synchronization, and he succecded in

scoring Superior ‘results.

e All units of the 376th missed the 1.P. Shortly aftecr
gettino sgWared away at-the target, the optics.in the lgad ship of
the first box frosted up. The bombardier was unable to remedy
tils situation but:since he was partly synchronized, he_eleccted
to let ﬁhe-bombs"gb*nWay on this synchronization. This judgiment
was very poor - the results unsatisfactory,. The second box was
being led by the deputy lead after: the original leadLreturned enrl
The box'seemed to:be“squared away for n good bomb rur, but shortly
before bombs away the lend ship was severely hit by flak. He then
solvoed the bombs and the rest of the ships in this‘box_togglcd on
him - considerably short of the target. The 513th, flying third!
turned in the only successful performance in the group. Bombardic:

YOUNG was squared away at the target early, experienced a normal
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§g£ w?s }id his squndron in to seurc SUPERIOR rcsults, The fourth
Berel, ."SJ led b the deputy eader. The bombardicp €xpericnced

culty in Pleking up the target and when he finally squared
away at the target, the run wns insufficicnt, and Synchronization
was incompletg, AN Pesyults WeTre unsntisfactory,

I. Summary. fphe numbcr of units missing the 1,p, today
wns €xXnctly two-thirds >f the wins cffort, Inproper spneins of the
groups, nnd impropcr Spacinz 'within the groups was responsible for
7 large part of this errop, A\nothoer group of errors was crused by
unprepared deputy lenders who werc enlled upon to assume lead posi-
tions. 1n four units of " the fiftcen, deputics were forced to assume

. the lead nng in ench ¢-se¢ results were unsatisfrctory,
GROUP SCORE  R.ATING 'REPORTS | LE\D PR\CTICE f
450th 90,7 Excellent - Supe¢rior ALL UNITS
449th 19.6 swtisfzctory Superiosr TWO OF FOUR
376th N.A. Satisfactory Superior ALL UNITS ‘
98th 7574  Viry sotis- Supcrior T™WO0 OF THREE j
factory 3

¥ Score for onc box of threc - counts as 1/3 mission.

2. Navigntion \nnlysis;

2« Rcndezvous; The 376th experiencing difficulty with
the weathcF rendezvoused at SAN" VITO seven ninutes carly at 8500 ft, b
Becouse of the overeast the othep groups could aot pin-point theip
departure; however, they all reported depnartin-s cssentinlly ag
bricfed. The bricfed schedule was s follows; -
: (1) . siv 2N - 376 ~t 7000 fect ot 0851,

i O { 98 a2t 8000 foct nt 0853,

(2) M NDURIA- 449 at 8000 feet at 0855.

, 450 at 9000 fect ot 0857.

The.cahditiona for rendezvous, were Very difficult this morning, but
W€ emphasize ngoln’ that the degrec of success 1n!mﬂ1ntﬁin1ng 1 well

spaced wing forration dcpends larzely on the Success of this initial
rendezvous. U G

b. Route .out; sin VITO t> keypoint const 4532 w, 1244 E
2t 23,000 Teet or higher dt 1056 t» FiRRA t3 1.P. PREDAZZ0 to tarnsect,
The sehedule made nt the kerpoint £211ows,

(1) 376 at 1052 at, 23,000 fect.
(2) 449 -t 1106 at 23,000 fect,
(3) 98 at 1109 -t 23,000 fect, ]
(4) 450 2t 1111 ot 23,000 fect,

The 449th bLolted the wing formntion to follow the briefed
raute on its own aftep reiorting thot it was led 50 miles rint of
céourse by the 376th and 98th. Then in the vicinity of S:NSEG) the
449th reported tint the 376th ang J3th were spotted in trnil so 1t
passcé over the keypaint first -nd bomed first. "etunll; the 376th
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Rit the keypoint 14 minutcs before the 449th ~nd bombed 9 mi-
nutes e¢-rlier, (ut could not comaunic-te with the rest O>f the
wing. The 376th must havc becn ~hend >f the wing formation from

rendezvous on, while the 98th ~nd 450th rem~ined together.

s Trget area: The 376th un-ble ts contct any . of
the other Froups on the route sut hit the kerpolnt . at 1052, 14
minutes befor. the next group, the 449th; then swinging slightly
north of the I,P. come over the t-r-et for ~» run at 1118 nat
23,000 feet on ~n ~xis of 220 degrecs.

The 449th cnmec in next with the first ~nd third boxes hit-
ting the I.P. for - norm-l run 5n the Lorget of 1127 siness 500
feet on an axis of 282 degrecs. The second ~nd fourth boxes, how-
ever, ofter wenving oround sever~l positions of route flok in the
UDINE aren, .fell behind the form-tion. The fourth box after mis-
sing 1ts I,P. 'nd m'king ~» 360 dearc. turn followed by o' 'run- on 4l
the wrong bridge, mnde 2 180 dcgrec turn ~nd bombed ~t 1146 ot i
€9,000 Teet from an I.P, t 4613 N, 1115 E. In the mesntime the
Second box which alsy cut short Of the I,P., mrde » 360 dearec turn
to hit the briefed I.P, "nd bombed ~t 1135 ot 23,500 feet on an
axis of 282 degrecs. ,

The 450th, ~fter c,llidinz with boxes of the 449th in the K
vieinity >f the I.P, broke up. The first tw> bixes m-de n 360
degree turn to hit the I.P, ~nd bombed nt 1137 ot 24,000 feet on
an axis of 282 desrecs, whilc the third and fourth boxes hit the
I.P, 711 right the first try and bombed ot 1133 at 24,000 fect on i
on axis of 300 degreces.

The first box .f the 98th fléw tw minutes past the I.P.
when = box from the preceding group interfercd with their turning
on time. Tirning. o few miles north >f the T.P. they come in on an
axis of 233 degrecs; then after foiling to pick up the target,
they rallied left nnd bombed ROVERETO 4555 N, 1104 E nt 1145 at

. 23,500 feet. .

Sy The second box fniling to find the torzet throush the dense
smoke ralllied left with the intention >f followin~ the first box
for a secund run; however, mistoking - stronge box for its lender,
‘the box found itself on the way home, s » result of missing the i

~~I+P., the third box crme in on IEZZO-CORON . instead of VISIO nat g
1134 on an' axis o>f 243 degreces ot 24,000 feet. g B

The briefed =~xes >f nttack were: 98th and 376th - 243 degs, A
449th and 450th - 282 degs. Bricfed target time wag- 11285 for al}
graups. : Ly

de The route back wns followed closely except for minor
deviations™to get through the wenther. o

sl i

€. The escort was efificlent for all groups.

f.  The navigﬁtian on this ﬁission is considered ex-
cellent, aTthough other foctors mnde this - very confused, mixed
up mission from oan annlyticnrl stondpoint.

. Communications were satisfactory for all groups ex-
cept the Sgeth which could not contoct either the escort or the
Jther groups. .
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