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/ ® CONFIDENTIAL

HEADQUARTERS - 47TH WING E: MEF/AJR/PS/11s
APO 520

Pl

8 November 1944.

SUBJECT: Tactical snalysis of Mission 4 November 1944. (Targets - MUNICH
© WEST 11/Y, ROSLNAEIM M/Y, and ERDING 4/D by PFF-Synchronous Methods) .

TO : Gommanding Officcr, 98th Bomb Group, 4F0 520,
Commanding Officér, 376th Bomb Group, 4FO 520,
Commanding Officor, 449th Bomb Group, &PO 520.
Commanding Officer, 450th Bomb Group, 4P0 520,

1. Bonbine dnalvsis:

a. Tho 47th Wing attacked the HUNICH WEST ii/Y, ROSENHEIH 1i/¥, and
ERDING 4/D by PFF-Synchronous methods with results gencrally’ unobscrved.

b. The 376th led the Ving in the attack and cxperienced closc co-
ordination between the bombardiers and mickey operators. The group was com-
posed of six boxcs on today's mission., The first two boxes dropned as onc
attack unit on the primary, MUNICH WEST 1i/Y, The third, fourth and sixth boxcs
£low closc formation and all boxes dropped on tho loader of tho third box -
again on tho primary. The £ifth box started a normal PFF-oynchronous run on
the primary but the interphone betwoen the mickoy and the bombardicr wont out,
preventing tho borbardicr from reccciving corrcetions, so the run was discon-
timucd.  The intorphonc difficulty was corrocted and this box made a PFF-Uyn-
chronoug rin on the first alternatc - the ERDING 4/D INSTaLLATIONS, Reosults
worc unobscrved.

g. The lead attack unit of the 98th did an cxccllent job but the
second and third units didn't farc so well, This group also put up six boxcs.
The first attack unit, composcd of tho first two boxecs had an oxccllent run with
good coordination botweon bombardicr FINCK and iiickey JOHNSON, aAlthough the
leaders bombs did not go away at bomb rclease line the rcleese point marker
fired - giving tho "bombs away" signal to wing bombardicrs. Yeador toggled his
bombs immodidtoly, ghis is another instance of the valuc of the flarc in the
lead ship. Tho sccond attack unit started a normal run but shortly thercafter
the load mickey ship lost an onginc and the PFF oquipmont wont out so tho lecader
called tho othor ships to toll thon he was lcaving the formation. Uommunication
was poor howover, and tho unit followed tho lcador whon he turncd off thc bomb
run. Phortly aftor turning, tho loador salvoed his bombs and most of the unit
then dropped on him. Othor ships jottisonod their borbs intermittonly onroute
homo.. The confusion in tho gocond attack unit causcd the third attack unit to
bocomo scperated. The first box of this third unit did not attompt %o bomb,
put droppcd their bombs onroutc home. The sccond box of this unit made ¢ run
on a marshalling yard in a small town noar INNSBRUCK. bombs were sSocn burst-
ing ncar tho trocks but an accuratc obscrvation was lﬂpOSSibl* bocause of bro-
%en clouds.
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d. The 450th also borbed by PFF-Synchronous mothods. Tho group was
formad by six boxcs making up throc attack units, Tho first unit was unable to
pick up the M/Y so they picked up anothor industrial target and mado thoir run
on this now target. Tho socond «unit ‘had -a long Tun with good bombardicr-mickoy
coordination., Their target was tho marshalling yerds. The third unit wes the
socond unit over tho targot. The Mickey sct in tho load of this third unit had
gono out prior to tho I.P. so the unit pulled up closo - intonding to drop on t
the first unit. Howover, at the I.P. tho mickey oporator discovered that his
sot was in good cnough condition to make a run so thoy followed tho first unit
on coursc and sct up thoir own rato on the M/Y.

g« Tho 449th, also made up of six boxcs, oxpdériocneced a collisdon
coursc with anothor group, which gave the first unit a short run, Tho liickoy
operator did pick up thoe torgot howover, and rosults aro.belicved to havo been
satisfactory., The ldad ship of tho sccond attack unit oxpcricnecd a Mickoy
cquipment malfunction on tho borb run so the run was discontirucd, This unit
later made a visual run on the ROSINHEIM M/Y, but results could not be detor=
minod bocouse clouds obscurod tho target as tho bombs struck., The locad ship -
had a rack malfunction but tho rcleasc point markor fired, giving tho "bombs
away" signal, and oncc again proving the valuc of this flarc. The third attack
unit oxpericnecd a normal run, oxcollont bombardicr-mickey coordination, and
what is belicvod to havo been cxcollent results.

£+ Summary: Oncc again woathor was our greatest adversary, but the
oxcollent ‘work of somc of the bombardicr-mickey teams nullificd this problom
to a large xtent. The 450th was tho outstanding group today in complotc PFF-
Bombing., &vory lead nickoy-bombardicr tecam in this group overeame their dif-
ficultiocs and bombod ths primary by FFF-Synchronous. 4#s it happonecd, they.:be=
camc th» only group to put all of thoir bombs into the primary. Pombardicr
NOBLETT and Mickey Opeorator sURO, loading the third attaclt unit of the 450th,
gave a very good cxample of teammorlk. Coming up to the I.P. with what they
thought was inopcrative FFF cquipnont they discoverod thon that it was good
cnough to make the run. #1though it was too latc to make & good coursc run,
with oxcollent bombardicr-mickey-pilot coordination thoy flew coursc on the pre=
cocding unit and sot up their owm ratc, thoreby scoring cxecllent rosults.

NOTE: The "last five" scorcs arc the same as roportod on the analysis of tho
October 29 mission,

2, Nayieation analvsig:

a. Rondezvous: The pattern was normal with onoc ‘wave over Sali PAN
and onc wavo ovor MalDURIA, The 376th (wing lcad group) and 98th, in that or-
dor, worc assigned Sall Pall’ and the 450th and 449th, in that order, MaNDURIA,
Although hampcred by hoavy cumulus development, the rondezvous was Vory sutig-
factory. Bricfed tinos and altitudes and actual timecs and altitudes were as
follows: (1) ' 376th - 0802 at 8,000 £t - 0803 at 12,500 ft,

(2) ~98th - 0503 at 9,000 £t - 0806 at 13,000 ft.
(3) 450th - 0805 at 9,000 £t - 0803 at 14,000 ft.
(4) 449th - 0806 at 10,000 ft- 0206 at 13,000 ft.
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he Route out: The routc out was cssontially as bricfed, Deviation
of a minor naturc was nccossitated by weather, and in some cascs by impropor
ccholoning, The keypoint was 4NCONA, Briofod altitude and time at this point
was 16,000 feoot or higher and 0953, Actual timeos and altitudes werc as follows:

(1) 376th - 0952 at 16,000 feot,

(2) 98th - 0953 at 21,300 feot.

(3) 450th - 0954 at 20,300 foot.

(4) 449th - 0957 at 20,000 foot.
Boyond the koypoint, 10/10ths overcast was cncountercd. This condition persisted
with occaisonal holes, up to and over the targot, Mickey was of grout aid in
following tho biicfed routc, hitting the initial point, and making the proper
bomb run, '

ce Targot: The 98th ond 376th wore approximatoly over the initial

point when thoy turncd onto the run, The 450th was a 1ittle inside and thorcby
shortoncd its run. Tho 449th found itsclf on a collision coursc at the initial
point and was forced to dogleg loft on the turn onto the target. Targst time
was bricfod as 1142, the axis at 30 degrces truc and bombing altitudes at
23,500 fo-t (376th and 450th) and 25,000 feot (98th and 449th), 4ctual times
axcs, and altitudes were as follows:

(1) 376th = 1142 on 17° at 23,500 foct. -

(2) 98th - 1143 on 29° at 25,000 fect.

“(3) 450th - 1144 on 24° to 34° at 23,300 foot.

(4) 449th - 1145 on 34° at 24,700 fot.

The bricfcd rally was right end was followcd by all groups.

d. “Routc back: This was gonerally as followed by all groups, with
the oxccption of two doviation., The 376th, followed by the other groups, passed
over an altcrnato target - ERDING &IRDRONME, In the VIESTE Arca, all groups
turncd off to the loeft of coursc to avoid a weather build-up.

a. Escort: The escort, somc 60 P-38's joined the wing carly in the
routo out = in the VENICE Arca (just North of the keypoint). A constant cscort
of 60 P-38's was maintaincd up to, over, and aftor the target., Departurc of the
cscort took placo in the North Adriatic 4rca, ing rcported by the Wing as a
wholc botween UDINE to ANCONA,

f£. Communications: All communications were satisfactory, although
the wing %o;d group (376th) had difficulty contacting the rcarmost groups (450th ;
and 449th). 73 _ : .

2y Ratings: The navigation of this mission as a whole, is ratcd ox-
ccllent, Individual group ratings arc as follows:
(1) 98th - navigation cxccllent - logs cxccllent,
(2) 376th - navigation supcrior - logs cxeccllent,
(3) 449th - navigation oxccllent - logs superior.
() 450th - navigation excellent - logs cxccllent.
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