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Tactical Analysis for 22 Sentember 1944 (Target- Har:
in Grecce).

Commanding Officer, 98th Bomb Group, 4PO 520,
Commanding Officer, 376th Bomb Group, APO 520,
Communding Officer, 449th Bomb Group, AFO 520,
Cormand'ng Officer, 450th Bomb Group, APO 520,
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a. The A7th Wing attacked the LARISSa, GRECE :(4RSH4LLIIG Y.RDS
with very satisfactory results.

h. The 98th led the attack and suceceded in scoring excellent re=-
sults, 4ll units hit the I.P, as briefed, were in trail and squarcd away for
a good run, Although cloud formations in the target area handicapped the
lead bombardiers, radar opecrator HODGES materially aided lead bombardier
FINCK in getting set on course. Box leaders, being in trail were then ablo
to pick up target without teo much difficulty. The 415th and 343rd squadrons,
led by bombardiers 'FINCK D BOBBIT respectively, scored superior results
on their assigned aiming points, The third box, from the 344th Squadron,
experienced a normal run and synchronization was report:d to be good; how=
ever bo bs from the lead o.zp did not release duec to a blown rack fuze, and
this box returned their bombs to the base. The 345th Souadron, flying last,
were forced to make a P,D,I, run because of auto-pilot malfunction; however
hombardier HaRBELIS had a good run and scored superior results.

g The 376th attacked the Marshalling Yards second to score sat-
jsfactory results., All units hit tho I.P, 0.K,, were properly spaced, in
trail and squared away at target. &lthough borbardier KASSAB, leading the
514th Squadron was seriously hindered by clouds on the borb run, he per-
formed an excellent sighting oporation and scored SUPERIOR results. Nearly

Very bonb of this squadron landed in the Marshalling Yards, completely
eevoring their assigned arca. The second box, from the 513th squadrom, was

unzble to pick the target up on the first run so the bombardier used good
judgement and went around for another run, Making a P.D,I, run the second
time beecause of auto-pilot failure during the first part of the run, borb=-
ardier used poor judgement and dropped his bombs, cven though he kmow they
would probably miss the target. Poor pilot- bombardi:r coordination was
partly responsible for *hlu as tho bombardisr understood that it was ncer ssary
o drop the bombs on the second run, The leader of tha third box (513th




DECLASSIFIED

}; 1 the same
loud interfer
SYHOHVOniJuthn, bn'h~
for this urr“r.
of ecloud inu ri:n
fn erratic auto- p170
] comnlate All-J

T“c 449th attacked the Marshalline Yards last to score un

sults, 411 boxes ;' w slightly past the I,P, before turning on

get, in order to avoid - cloud intorfercnece as possible,
OXy ir01 tha 716th Soudron, f inished run on P.D after auto-ilot w

st

ant

OLt on run, Syc“roniu; ion on targe was fair, but elouds preeluded the
possibility of a bomb plot, The othe hrec Squ drons, @17th, 718th and
719th, in that order, h.d pr: wetically 1uo*t1cu‘ runs and with the excoption
of one box which dropped short - thiy too put their bombs into the targot

wea for undetermined results,

8. Summary: Inorve ning clouds proved to be a serious handieap to

11 borbardiers on this mission, Tho 98th turned in anot hyr sperkling
formance by surmounting theso obstaclos and scoring suprrior results,

449th also porforied an execllont job of borbing under these obst: icles;

fortunately howover,clouds ob ured most of the bomb imp ets, so ucv4rm
rogults could not be uchrtd.xud. Vory poor "bumblnt sense" exhibited

two boxes of tho 376th, and n sight malfunction in anothor box, serious
:ffectad the bombing accuracy of this group,
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92th BG, 89.3% Superior Excellont 82,84% Two units
450th BG, Did not drop =ee- ———— - sy

376th BG, 4 [753 Satisfactory Superigqr all unite
42 h BG, N.a, Excellont Excellent 53, a)l units

2. Navigation Annlvsis.

No wing rondezvous was schedu led. Each group was assigned

a time

ind altitude to be over thoir om fields in such a manner that artoen minute

interval wnulﬂ exist over the targot., To climinato a possible conges
i group rendezvous and departure, the grours wor: arrangod to l:ad in
- their location from Bast to West., (the route being in an Easterly d
tion) The 98th made good its vnndVZth" time but found it ne OOTSV”Y to
attain an altitude of 15,500 feat to clear the wnsottlod woat
of towering cuwmlus elouds. TxA 376th, ncxt to depa:
rendezvous trouble, but were able to form at 15,000 feot
brifed time of 09 dkewise tho 450th and 449t} i

he bricfed altitude 49500 .and 15,( ]

athor, . Both of theso groups departed their reswe

tic,
ordor

ircca

local

he briefed
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point tine was ated in the order as this wac

Following = he times and altitudes :L 3JLU:.
at 1011 at 16,000

(2) 376th = a* 1020 at 19,000 fo

(3) 450th = at 1024 at 16,500 fee

(4) 449th = at 1052 =t 18,800

This point was cloud obscured, In fact througloit tic entire mission very
littl: pilotage navigation was possible due to

8. 41l groups either hit the I.P, or swung wide around it to come
in on tho brisfed axis of 201°, Target times worc 1100, 1110, 1120, 1130
raspectively, 4Actual axes and times were:

98th - 201° at 1058,

376th - 208° at 1109-1129,
450th = 201° at 1121-1129,
L40th = 2010 =2190 at 1144-1147.

The 98th experionced no difficulty on the bomb run and consequuntly the ro-ults
wore excellent, The 376th were troubled by clouds nd smoke, theraby eau. ‘ng
on: section to make a 360 and bomb at the late date of 1129, The 450th found
the targat obscured so werc foreed to return the bombs to buse, Som: confusion
was apparont in the target area as a few of the baee ralli:d 1.ft. This wos doe
to collision course and ths flak was heavier to vuo right, The lead baxes of
the 449th over ren the I.P., to the left by 3 miles and crosscd the target on
o heading of 215° . This was caused by navigator - pilot orror; that spli%
sacond coordinction on the initial point.

4. The ronte back was followed with slight variances due to the
existing weather., The 98th found it necessary to turn due South and let down
over thc Adriatic. This Group broke out at 3,500 foet in the vicinity of
FANOS ISLaliD, about 20 miles south of the briofed route. The 376th mads three
360's in nn offort to allow th: group to close up, after letting down through
tiie underecast enother 360 wasmade to reform the group ..gain and proceed direet
to base., The lead box of the 450th rallied as b“ fed and returned on ths
briecfed routv, the other threc boxes th t ralliec 't re urnud to buse \long
the route out., The 449th also roturned ,"“erf" 3 bricfed. Onec 107 leg

5

a2 insorted to miss flak at tho reportcd coordirtoes 9 61 2036 E,

g, No escort was schedulo’

£. Tho load navigitors, Captain NYSTRC t, CROWSION, Lt, SUEY
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be commended for th

The navigation on this

Individual Grc

(1) 98th -1 vigetion superior , Logs superior,
(2) 376th - Navigation cxenllent, L:'r very satisfacto
(3) 450th = Navigation excellen s logs superior,
(A) 449th < Nivigation excellen s logs superior,

Communications commentary:

(1) 98th R;'ort d all frequencics satisfactory,
(2) 376th _y-rt*d unsatisfrctory on the 1rt,1-a'.uu froquency,
ir to ground freqency cormand, and int ]} ne, all
not functioning properly.
(3) 450th - Roportod inte rgroup wsatisfactory, all other v
sotisfactory,
(4) 449%h- = Roported all frequoneies worlkod satisfactorily,

3. IEF dpplvsig.
a. Pathfindor stood down on this mission,
By command of Brigadior General RUSH:
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