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HEADQUARTER: 47TH WING E: MEF-RWE/nhwm
APO 520

2/, September 1944.

Tactical Analysis of the 21 September Mission.

Commanding Officer, 9€%h Scad Group, &0 £20.
Commanding Officer, 375:h Soud Group, 8P0 520,
Commanding Cf7icer, 447%th Bomd Gioup, AP0 520,
Commending Officer, 450th Bomb Group, APO 520.

1. Bombing Analysis:

a. The 47th Wing attacked Railroad Bridges in BAJA, HUNGA:<Y and NOVI
SAD, YUGOSLAVIA with excellent results.

b. The 98th, attacking the BAJA RR BRIDGE, led the Wing and proved
that they were real leaders by racking up a 98.2%, to score superior resuits.
As far as we are able to determine, this is the all %imo Air Pexce high for a
Group score. The Group, led by the 345th Squadron, found it necessary to
bomb 1,000 Feet lower than briefed altitude because of an overcast; howevor,
all units hit the I.P. as briefed, were in trail and squared away for a od
run, All units experienced very good runs, and every box scored superiur re:
sults by putting their pabtern dovn "according to the book', thaib iy, the pat.
tern started just sligatly short and developed over the aiming point, All
personnel contributing o this exsellent performance, end espenially Group
Leader LT. COL. VAN SICKIE, Lead Eombardiers SEROTOF¥ ,SCHIMOLLER, STEFFENS and
RUND, and pilots NELSON, SENSEMAN, BALLASSES and WRIGHT, merit the utmost com=-
mendation for this outstanding acheivement,

c» The 449th bombed the BATA R.R. BRIDGE second to score excellent
resulte, 411 units hit the I.P. as bricfed, were in trail and squared away fo
a good bomb run. The first, secornd and fourth boxes, from the 719th, 7icth
and 716th Sqgdns, respectively, wad normal booh runs, and bombed with excellent
results., Lead bombardicrs GUAMLEY, HOLFR and 2ial¥imli o:merienced favorable
conditions and maede the must of thom by leading suelrs “n2iTe on excellent bomb
runs. The 717th Sqdn., flying thaird, had enough trouble for the entire group.
The original lead ship was forced to return to base rignt after tako-off, so
deprty lead took over, Original leader took off in another ship-and after
iching up with the Squ~Z.on, £low No., 3 position, This box had a normsl run
but bombs did not release from cither load tr doputy lead ship at bomb rclease
1ine, However, bombardier PERKINS in No. 3 position was synchronizing and whet
his bombs released, No. 4y 5, 6 and 7 ships toggled on him, with bombs falling
in the target area. Load boabardier then madc run on sccondary target, but the
run was too short, so he held the bombs and went around for another run, Bombs
were dropped on the second run with unsatisfaetory results.
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d. The 450th, flying second in the wing formation, led the attack on

the NOVI 54D R.R. BRIDGE to gcore satisfactory results, A1l boxes hit the I.P.

* briefed, were in trail and squared away for a good bomb run, A1l units ox-
cept the second box experienced normal runs, First box from the 723rd Sqdn,
missed the targot completely, their bombs falling far right., The lead ship of
the second box (721st Sqdn) experienced an auto-pilot malfunction on the bomb
run, s0 the bombardier held his bombs rather than drop them, knowing they would
miss the target, Pilot decided against taking another run because of flak over
target, This unit did not make 2 run on the secondary or turn lead over to de-
puty for another run on primary, but returned bombs to base, The 720th Sqdn.
flying third, hit right o ot with no hits on the aiming point, Pombardie:
was not completeliy syachroiized. The last vox, from the 722nd Sqgdn,, was the
only Sqdn, in tho group to hit the target, Making a* P.D.I. run because of pre-
ference, Bombardicr HUDSON led his unit on an exceptionally good run to score
excellent results,

8¢ The 376th followed the 450th over the NOVI SAD R.R. BRIDGE to
Score very satisfactory rcsults. All units hit the I.P. as briefed, were in
trail, properly spaced, and squared away for a good bomb run, Yirst box, from
the 514th Sqdn. had a normal bomb run; however, intensc flak jolted the ship
somoewhat in the last few scconds, making synchronization more difficult, Altho
the bombs fell within the 1000 foot circle and gave the box a good percontage
8core, all bombs missed the bridge. The deputy leader of the 513th Sqdn, took
over the lead before I.P. becmuse of auto-pilot malfunction in lead ship, “omt
ardier experienced some trouble with a smoke toversd target, but was able to i
point the assigned aiming point beforc bombs away, Althoupgh synchronization was
reported good, results wore unsatisfactory, The 512th Sqdn,, flying third,
had a run similar to that of the first two boxes. Synchronization was good,and
the pattern was very near the aiming point, but no hils were observed on the
target, The fourth box from the 515th Sqdn, put their bombs right around the
aiming point to scorc the best results of the group, 41though “ombardier BOO-
SALIS exporienced difficulty in picking up tho target during the early part of
tho run, because of smoke from previous bombs, he nevertheless managed to syne
curonize during the latter part of  the run and put his unit's borbs right around
the aiming point,

© Lo Summery: On today's target, the Wing set an All Time Lir Foree
bombing accuracy record by putting 81% of its bombs within the 1000 feet circle,
411 groups are commended for displaying such a high degrec of bombing accuracy.
The 98th particularly for having established a now 411 Time Record of 98.. per=-
cent, merits our highest praise and commendation, It is intercsting to néte the
ovory attack unit in the "ing conformed to the fundamental principles of "GOOD
BOMBING", Each attack unit --- HIT THE I.P,, WAS IN TRAIL, PROPEHRLY SPACED,
SQUARED AWAY AT THE TARGET, and PERFORMED A NORMAL SIGHTING OPERATION, Gonstan
application of these fundamental prineciples will undoubtedly help us to r-.}iz~
our immediate goal of completely destroying every target we bemb and rccording
100 percent within the 1000 foot circle. Only with superior team work as de=-
monstrated on today's mission, can we hope to fulfill this aim and thus mate-
rially aid in bringing about the successful end of the war at the carliest pos-
sible date,
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GROU HIS MISS
SROUP THIS MISSION RATING REPCRTS LAST FIVE PREVIOUS PRACTICE
42%;% 98.2 superior superior 8L% one unit
376tk 57.6 very satis. excellent 68.1% all units
745th 83,7 vory satis. superior 66,55 all units
o 8é. oxcollent  excollent 53,6  all units
Wing Av, 81,4 68,5
2. Nayigation Annlvgis:

a. Although 4/10 scattored cumulus type clouds were present ab the
T?ndgzvous points no time or altitude changos were necessary. The usual MallDU-
LL.-SaN VITO points for the wave rendoz spots wer uscd. The 98th and 450th
a? the former and the 449th and 376th at the lavter, in that order with a twenty
minute interval betwoen waves. This time differcnce was scheduled to eliminate
all possibility of smoke from the previous groups' bombs from obscuring tho tar-
get. The last element of the 98th (1cad group) was spread out a trifle from the
other elements and crossed MANDURIA about 30 seconds later than their alloted
time, this forced the 450th to make a dog leg in order to get intrail. Tiis was
accomplished and a very good wave formation was formed in the vicinity of SaN
JITO, Tho 449th and 376th experienced tho same difficulty in their rendezvous
over SAN PAN; however, this wave also was in a well spaced formation in the mid-
dle of the Adriatic, on course.

ke The route out was preciscly adherred to by the first wave, <+he
449th, lead of the sccond wave, insorted a dog leg to the right to by pass the
keypoint RAGUSA, This group is still undor the impression that anti-aircraft
fire will be encountercd here, True, quite some time ago, flak was reported her
but it is belicved to be of a small caliber nature, Other groups passed directl;
over it, and some units of tho 449th did so also, and no flak was reported. The
376th being echeloned to the right of the 449th, found themselves about 8 miles
right at this point, which is on the verge of heavy ack-ack fire range from KOTC

g 7The first wave hit the eplit point of ILINCI at 1033 and 1036 res-
pactively and proceeded to thoir respective I.Ps's and targets. The briefcd axee
and target times were:

- (1) 98th on 55° at 1100 (Baja R.R.Bridge)
(2) 450th on 90° at 1048 (Novi Sad R.R.Bridge)
sotual times and axes weresd
(1) 98th on 55°-58" at 1102-1105
(2) 450th on 88°-90° at 1046
The second wave also hit the split point and were assigned the BAJA R,R,BRIDGE
an) NOVI SaD R.R. BRIDGE with the same axes as the first groups over but at 1120

and 1108 respectively.

Actual axes and times werc:
(1) 449th on 31-45 dogrecs at 1116-1118 (Baja)

(2) 376th on 90-102 degrees at 1101~1103 (Novi Sad)
Some planes of the 449th had bombs that hung up, so proceceded to VINKOVICI, the
.1ternate, and dropped them thore at 1139, Again superior bombing rosulting in
direct adherence to the briofed bomb run from the I.P.
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d. No cscort was schoduled. Numerous P-38's and P=51's wcre &
by the 98th and 449th in

ge 411 groups returned individually on the bricfod course.
£. Individual group ratings:

- navigation superior - logs superior
., - navigation superior - logs superior

- navigation superior - logs superior

y - navigation superior = logs superior

g. Lts, MICHAUD, FOCKLER, STRACK and HALE, load navigators of their
respective groups arc to be commended for their superior work on this mission,

h. Commmications: &ll group commanders reported that the frequen-
cics used were very satisfactory except that Maj. WOOD of the 376th had some
trouble with the air to ground frequoncy.

3, P.F.F.Apnalvasis:

ae FP.F.F. ships stood down for mission of 21 September 1944,

By command of Brigadior General RUSH:
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It, Col,, &ir Corps,
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