DECLASSIFIED

NARA Date

HEADQUARTERS 47TH WING E: FPRN/RWE/amb
4P0 520

22 September 1944.
SUBECT: ‘Tactical 4nalysis for 19 September 1944,

TO * Commanding Officer, 98th Bomb Group, APO 520
Commanding Officer, 376th Bomb Group, 4P0 520,
Commanding Officer, 449th Bomb Group, AP0 520,
Commanding Officer, 450th Bomb Group, APO 520,

1. Bomhing 4pn lvsis.

a. The 47th Wing attacked the TALJEVO and MITROVICA Railroad
bridges with execllent vosults,

h. The 449th Bomb Group led the attack with all units hitting the
I.P, «nd getting properly squared away at the target to bomb the KR4LJ.:VO R.E,
bridge with oxesllent results, Lead borbardier of the 717th encountered a
sight malfunetion and dropped bombs some 3000 feet from the briefod aiming
point with unsatisfactory rosults, Borbardier YUUNG of the 716th put down an
oxcellent eoncentration to rceord supcrior results. Bombardier MOLN&R, of
the 719th, oncountered an auto-pilot malfunction, howover pilot HcKEE flow o
good' P.D.I, which :mabled this unit ~lso to score supcrior results, ALPERT,
load bombardicr of the 718th, oncountered the samo. favorablo conditions as
tho proceoding groups, 4lthough whon indices erossod borbs did not releesc,
howevor, thanks to the rocket flars which firsd at the proper time, all borbe
ardizre toggled on it to score superior results,

g. Pioncoring in tho art of bombing by 3 and 4 ship elements tho
98th Borb Group was first over tho MITROVICA Railroad bridge and seored vory ' .
satisfactory results, Five of the eight individual attack wnits had normal
bonb runs and bombed with execllent to very satisfactory rosults, Tho 1st and
5th ~ttaek unit leadors roturncd their bombs to tho base, Bombardior in 1st
attock unit oxperienced Sight malfunction and failed to relecase bombs., Thao 5.
attack unit exporienced lack of pilot - bombardier coordination, S:ince tho
pilot cub short of I,F, to got properly spaced, bombardicr ias not given
sufficiont run for proper synehronization; he however, cmployed good judgo-
men and called for a second run, 4 360° turn was made but again they cut short
and run was too short, so bormbs were roturned to tho base, The bombardier
of the 2nd attack unit expericneced bubble trouble on his unitial run but also
cmployed "bombing sense" and borbed on the second run with excellent results,

de 4lthough the 450th hit the I.P,, werd in trail and fairly well

spaced, only onc attack unit dropped on *he first run. Even though the por-
centage with 1000 foet was exceptionally high and the bomb patterns were the
best concentrations produced by the Wing, unfortunately relatively fow bombs
it tho aiming point, tho center of the' KRALJEVO Railrond bridge., Tho 720th,
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it , encountered an auto-pilot malfunction on the 1st run and
Lalfunction on the second run, so they returned bombs to basc., The
attack units coimrigsed of the 722nd expericnced a normal run and Jaid

down a beautiful concentration of bopbg slightly right and over the aiming
point on the initial run, The lead borbardier of the 723rd was not proporly
synchronized on the 1st run, but employed good judgement and cilled for o
gecond run,. This time however he was unable to get synchronized again, but uscd
very poor "bombing sense® ang dropped bombsg regardless, some hundreds of fo-t
right and over, The 721st encountored pro. wash on their initial run, so made
a 360° turn and bombed with excellent results,

&+ The 376th was lzst over the MITROVICA Railpoad bridge to score
very satisfactory results, 411 units hit the I.P, were in trail and properly
spaced, The 512th 1log by bombardier POHUTSKY had a normal run and scored
a few ncar misses, but most bombs fell over, Borbardier KINGHAN of the 515th
also scored a number of near misses, but most bhorbg ovor shot the aiming point,
Bombardier KASSAB of the 514th encountered auto-pilot trouble on tho bomb
run, cmployed good Judgement and took a second run to scors axcellent results,
41though bombardior HC GOWAN of the 513tk cncountered 2 smoke obsecured target,
he bombed with very satisfactory results,

L. Sumary: It was intercsting to note the comparative effective-
1688 und accuracy the 98th was able to record by bombing in 3 and 4 ship
units, Although their bombing accurary was not up to par and the bombing
was not as offoctive as we hoped for, it is resonable to assume that this
type of bombing has unlimitogd possibilities and may oven surpass our present
system, as the six ship boxes have replaced the old 12 and 18 ship attack
units, The 98th is to bo highly commondod for pioneering in this fiold, Al-
though: they may have suffered a little from the percentage view point, a
nunbér of new load bombardiers gained soms valuable experience that will
undoubtedly pay dividonds in the vory near future,

GROUP THIS RaTING REPORTS LaST 5 YRACTIVYS PEVIOUS
MISSION 10 MISSION,

————

98th BG, 63% Very Sat, Suporior 65% All units,
450th BG, 91% Ixeollent Excollent  63% 411 units,
449th BG, 72% Exccllent Excellent 51% A1l units,
376th BG, 52% Vory Sat, Exe 11 ni 49% 411 units,

2. Navication Analysig,

a¢ Thorc was no Wing rendezvous scheduled,411 groups werc schoedulod
to pass over SalN VITO gt o designated time and altitude. There was to be 5
ninutes botie :n groups and 20 minutes botwoen tho waves, This was decrod
necessary to oliminate all possibility of the smokc interforing with the foll-
owing groups bombing., The briefcd times and altitudes were:

(1) 449th at 0833 ablc at 11,000 foot,
(2)  98th at 0838 4blc at 11,000 foot,
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(3) 450th at 0853 4ble at 11,000 foot,
~ (4) 376th at 0858 Able at 11,000 fect,
Actual times and altitudes were:

(1) 449th at 083340 4ble at 15,000 foot.,
(2) 98th at 0840 &ble at 13,000 fo t.
(3) 450th at 085130 4blc ot 13,000 foot.
(4) 376th at 0858 Ablc at 13,000 fo-t,

Du;.to scattorad cumulus clouds and the shortness of tho mission £11 groups
i?cldod to raise the mendezvous altitude by 2,000 foct prior to the rendezvous
ime,

3 » Tho routs ~ut was preeiscly adherrcd to by cll groups, Lts,

REZNICK, TREJ.OsR,HACKETY AND HALE, tho respcetive group lead navigators arc
to b. commonded for their cxeollent navigation cnd cooperation at the I,P,,
insuring a good borb run.

8+ Bricfod Target timos and axos wero:

(1) 449th - 1000 Able - 120° on KRALJLVO Railroad bridge.

(2) 98th - 1002 4bloc - 164° on MITROVICA Railroad bridge.
(3) 450th = 1020 Ablc - 120° o.. [RALJIIVO Railroad bridoc.
(4) 376th - 1022 &blc ~ 1640 on MITHOVIC4 Rujlroad bridga,

Actual timos and axos®

(1) £49th - 1006 sble = 120°
(2) 98th - 1005 4blc -~ 164°
1020 &blo = 29°
(3) 450th = 1022 4blo - 1200
1050 Able - 120¢
(4) 376th - 1024 4ablo - 164°
1046 ablo = 135°

The ason for thoy long sproad in timo ovor the target of tho 98th Group is
duc to their bombing in clements of throe and four planes, The 450th and
376th had bormbsight troublc and were forced to make 360's in an effort to
release on the target,

de #lthough no escort was stipulited in th: order tho ving was
notified in th: morning, while tho planes wore taking off, that due to a
gtand dovn for the other wirgs an escort would b: furnishod for this wing,
411 groups reported an effoctive escort of P-38's in tho target arcu,

Qe+ Ths route buck was followed as ordered.

f. The mavigation on this mission is considerod suporior,

c
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