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until late on run and bombed with unsatisfactory results, Bombardier VATH,
leading the 343rd, was last over the target, and scored very satisfactory re-
sults. Although bombardier encountered no trouble picking up the target, at
somb rele.se line only two bombs released from his plane, Wing men did nob
observe this and toggled on his salvo a few seconds later, consequently, al-
though a good number of bombs were in the target area, the main concentration
fell over the aiming point,

d. Summary: Today's mission was considered quite successful, Al-
thou-h the damage was comparatively light, for the most part the bomb patterns
covered the briefed area and destroyed what planes were located there. Another
example of the benefit of the rocket flare used as & release noint marker was
demonstrated, when only two bombs released from the lead ship, and the box,
dropping on the leaders salvo, dropped most of their bombs over, Had the roc-
ket flare been utilized, bombardiers would have dropped similtaneously with
first two bombs and flare signal.

QUP THIS MISSION RATING REPORTS LAST FIVE PREVIOUS PRACTICE
98th Frags Excellent Very satis. 73 three units
376th Frags F.cellent Bxcellent 69 all units
449th did not drop 59
450th did not drop 55
Wing -, 64
p SN0 ion A

a. Rendezvous: The usual pattern was employed, The Wing was divided
into two waves. The first wave was composed of the 376th, 98th, and 449th, in
that order, with the first two groups over SAN PAN, and the last group over MAN-
DURIA, The second wave was the 450th Group, assigned JiaNDURIA for rendezvous.
The usual time and altitude variations between groups were used, except in the
case of the 450th, This group was scheduled 31 minutes behind the 449th, Brie-
Sed times and altitudes and actual times and altitudes were as follows:

(1) 376th - 0846 and 13,000 feet - 0847 and 13,000 feet.,

(2) “98th - 0847 and 14,000 fect = 0847 and 14,300 foot,

(3) 449th - 0849 and 14,000 feet - 0849 and 14,000 foet,

(4) 450th - 0920 and 15,000 feet - 0921 and 15,500 foeb.
At SAN Pall, the 98th cut above and across the 376th, The purpose of this ma-
neuver was to gain a left echelon position, The run to SAN VITO was madz with
the 376th in the lead, and with the 98th echcloned left and slightly forward.
At SaN VITO, the 376th commenced a right turn %o course. The 98th, on the out-
side of the turn, slid across the top of the 376th to a right echelon position,
and then back across again to left ochelon, ' In each of these mancuvers, the
low boxos of the 98th dragged through the 376th, The 376th, its formation dis-
rupted, fell into third position and requosted the L49th to take tho Wing lead.

This was dono.
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R. The route our: :- the gz
T two "ld« 1" Separatad t;j"{'-" o o4
JRIAL COmot Crossing
49th reached the split i int
107 turned loft on course Fo =)
chat order, shfLr cd the northern lg
zlearance), 16 376th again took - lead position
J926 ang tﬁD Pll,u loft of course. xh“f g:@uu was f
gaincd the point at 09z 8 miles loft of cous I
and on to course, for they wer » both gssei X
four cascs, the groups procecded on coursc to the

L 3 Nne - 1 3=

- Targot: Op the 3764h went $n o sche=-
duled, Thz turn a% na The
98th chose +o over al and then ¢omo off

> N - 54
bs was 1030, tho axis 176 , and
» 4Hctual t nes, axes and alti-

hc:d'1° Brier 1
the altitudes 21
tudes were as folicu'f

(1) Deg,, 21,000 feet,

2} /o8ty . fns + Bake~ 215 to deg., 22,500 foet
Rallios wore sharp right (a5 » ': c¢d; off this ta 52 The AA,U and z;Oth ar-
rived at their 1n1t1a1 point to 1iqg 3 10/‘0 ov~'._hb, These two grours were 3C
minut-e apart, but nOVﬂrfl,ld » found coniibions tho same., Both proups went

v0 thoe secondary, SALONIKa und fC’I';'-,d 1% ovo ClSv, Returning to ghe primary,
which was still overcast, the groups 1>;ugd 1cr bascs,

de The route back: 411 groups roeturned to bases via their respective
briefed routecs,

a fighter sweep of both n“rg 34
IS 4/0) P238%g and P. 51's wero

2e . Bscort: The scheduled escort
areas (continuous at the southern targ: ot, ELIUS

“een necr ZLEUSIS,
f£. Communicatinns: 4ble and Bakor Channcis (VHF) . voes found satis-

actory in all communieaticns TepCTUs -

The overall raving of the navigation of this mission is

£, 'R
excellont, Indiv L GCOoup Patings are as follsgs:
g mTLZation excelloni - logs sxecllens,
o RAVARR Len e licn & iors oxnal Ua
= vavigaticn oxcallont - logs suporior,
- navigation exe:zlicnt .. Logs very sacisfactory,
3. PFE A
a. PFF Standown on this m mission,
By order of Colonel RUSH (4 e Wl
| / / 1
(/] T)U{ /T Waamdmn
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It, Col,, Aip Corpo,
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