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4 September 1944.

Bombing - Navigation - PFF knalysis, for 1 September 1944.

Cormanding Officer, 3th Bomb Group, APC 520.
Commanding Officer, 376th Bomb Group, APO 520,
Commanding Officer, 449th Bomb Group, APO 520.
Commanding Officer, 450th Bomb Group, APO 520,

1. Bombing #nalysis.

a. The 47th VWing attacked Railroad Bridges in YUGOSLaVIa with
excellent results.

b. ‘The 376th, the first group over the KRALJEVO Bridge, sccred
excellent results, Bombing with four boxes in trail, all units hit the I.F.
zs briefed, eand were squared away for a good bomb run. The lead ship of i
first box experienced an auto pilot - FDI malfunction, so took a dry run
to permit deputy lead bombardier JUIISON to talke over. This box then made
a 360° turn and came in fourth, putting a good concentration near the aiming
point, With better formation in this box, results would have been i1uch
better. The second box had some difficulty keeping in trail of the first
box on the bombing run; however the bombardier finally picked up target
and was :synchronized good, but bombs fell about 4,000 ft short. Borbardier
was evidently using extended vision. The third box, believe it or not, had
& nornal bomb run and scored excellent results, The fourth box had a norma.
rn but Bombardier aimed right to compensate for bubbles being off center
and the bombs hit exaectly where he aimed - right of the target.

c. The 450th, scored superior results on their assigned target, the
KRALJEVO R.R. BRIDGE, A1l boxes hit the I.P., were in trail and squared away
for a good bomb run, Due to smoke over the target, the first three boxes made
e complete turn, and came in again, 4£11 boxes had normal bomb runs, The
first box placed their bombs just slightly right of the aiming point, on the
approach to the bridge. The second box laid a beautiful pattern on and near
the a‘ming point, and the third box put their bombs down just slightly right
of the aiming point, The fourth box did not follow the first three boxes
around for a second run, but bombed the first time over, Pombs fell several
thousagg feet short and left.
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d. The 98th led the attack on the HMITROVICA R.E. BRIDGE to score
very satisfactory results., All four boxes hit the I.P. as briefed, were in
trail and squared away for a good bomb run, The first box had a normal run

but dropped thedr boubs about 1000 fest over. The secand box, unable to
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synchponize perfectly ithe fi-at & .8 their bombs and meds ancther ™n
to score excellent resilts . SRS, L0 boxes had nosmas Y 2 t
their bombs right into the 44 get

2+ The //9th following the 3754 Ver the MITROVICA R.R. B

scored very satisfactory results, A1l units hit the I.P., were in %rail nné
squared away for a good bomb run, :The auto pilot-in the first box had goae out
prior to I.P, so run was being made on PDI, Part way down run however, FDI went
out, so “cmbardier attempted to talk pilot on course. Unable to definitely es-
tablish pin point due to smoke over target, he dropped bombs into smoko area,
Photos show the bombs to have hit shoy and right, Second box experienced, a
smoke cbscured target, preventing acecuiate synchronization, so “ombardier inten-
ded to hold bombg for another run, However, trigger must have been depressed as
bombs went away when indicies passed. No phbdlo coverage is available, so it is
impossible to determine Just where bombs hit, The third and fourth boxes hag a
normal borb run and were able to definitely establish pin point as smoke had some
what eleared away by the time they came over, Both of these boxes put their bo
near the aiming point,

£.. Summary:Good formation flying on the part of the 450th is evidence:
by the good bomb patterns, Lgag Sombardiers CARE, COHZN and JEFFERSON are to be
comrended for leading their respective units in to score such excellent rcsults,
Had the first tywo boxes of the 449th taken a dry run instead of attempting to
bomb a smoke covercd target of this type, they would undoubtedly have placed thoir
bombs on the target on the second run, a

“he lead bombardier of the 98th used excellent Judgement in recognizing

a malfunction on the bomb run and in not attempting to bomb ‘rogardless, The
deputy lead is to be comrended for being ready to take over ‘the lead and doing
superior bombing, And the faet that the lead was changed without causing con-
fusion, and scattering of the box, exernplifies good coordination by all concernecd,

GROUP THIS MISSION RATING REFORTS LAST FIVE FPREVIOUS
FRACTIUT

TO i:ISSION
376th 63.2 excellent excellent 73,7 all units
98th 75, excellent excellent 68,5 one unit
450th 67. superior excellent 67,1 all units
449th 41,9 very satisfactory cxcellent 51,5 two units

2. Navigation Analvsis:

A« BRendezvous: The rendezvous was planned to form a formation of two
waves, each wave was to be compoged of two groups, with a ten minyﬁc interval,
The Wing was assigned two targets, fairly well s¢purat?d, and each wave was as-
signed one of these. The rendezvous point for the entire Wing was DAl VITO, !
Briefed times and altitudes and setual times and altitudes are as indicated below:

(1) 376th - 0851 and 8000' - 0851 and nrfoo:.
(2) 450th - 0900 and 8000! - 0900 and 70001,
(3) 98th - 0902 and 8000' - 0902 and 8000’
(4) 449th - 0912 and 8000' - 0911 and 8000',
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