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HEADQUARTERS 47TH WING E: MEF/AJR/PS/1s
APO 520

9 September 1944,

SUBJECT: Taetical Analysis for Mission of 5 September 1944.

0 Commanding Officer, 98th Bomb Group, APO 520,
Commanding Officer, 376th Bomb Group, APO 520,
Commanding Officer, 449th Bomb Group, APO 520,
Commanding Officer, 450th Bomb Group, APO 520,

1. Bombing Analysis:

a. The 47th Wing attacked the FERRARA R.,R. BRIDGE in Northern Italy
rith very satisfactory results,

. The 450th led the attack on the target, scoring satisfactory re-
sults, The Group hit I.P. as briefed, was in trail and squared away for a good
bombertn, Lead Bombardier of the first box started run on auto pilot, but A-5
went out so the run was finished on P.D.I. Evidently, the Bombardier was not con-
pletely synchronized as the bombs missed the target. The second box failed to
release bonbs when another box went under them just prior to release time, Bombs
were returned to base. The lead bombardier of the third box was not synchronized,
but using very poor judgement, dropped bombs anyway. The bombs completely missed
the target, The fourth box was having a normal run until the last few seconds
before bombs away, at which time the left wing of the lead ship started dropping,
making synchronization difficult, Results were only satisfactory,

&. The 98th went over the Bridge sccond, to score excellent results.,
All boxes hit the I.P., as briefed, werc in trail and squared away for a good
bomb-run, Although smoke from bombs of the previous group had begun to cover the
target, all bombardiers were able to pick up the aiming point well enough to syn-
chroniza, 4n intense smoke covered the target area, preventing an accurate plot-
ing of the bomb strikes, so an N.A. has been requested for this group. However,
rith very few bombs plotted outside the 1000 foot circle, it is very evident that
higs group did excellent bombing.

d. The 449th followed the 98th over the target to score satisfactory
results, All boxes hit the I.P. OK, were in trail and squared away for a good
bomb run, Complete smoke coverage of the target forced all bombardiers to syn-
chronize on check points and then displace cross hairs onto target. While on the
omb run, the lead ship of the first box was hit by flak which cut the electrieal

3tem to the sight making further synchronization impossible. Up to this point
i bo.bardier was synchronized, so he matched indicies and toggled when cross
1irs crossed target, scoring satisfactory results, In the second box, the leader
1s an early return and the deputy lead was having electrical trouble, so the No.4
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ship assumed lead, Synchronization was bag ind bombs missed the target. Thirq
box experienced a normal run, synchronizing on R.R, eading into Bridge and then
lacing cross hairs on smoke, Results were believed to be good, The lead bomb-
rdier of the fourth box, making a P.D.I. run, had to complete the run by tallkir
’be rilot on course when the P.D.I. went out half way dovn the run, Bombs hit
slightly left of aimihg point for satisfactory results, Due to intense smoke ove:
the target, an N.A. has been requested for this group, ;
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2+ The 376th, bombing last, scored exceli results, All units hit
the I.P, gs briefed, were in trail and sonared away for a good bomb run, Due to
smoke coverag: of alming point all “ombnrdiers synzhronized on check points and
then displaced cress halrs onto target, Intervalomecter in the lead ship failed
and navigaior salvoed bombs, but all other boxes had normal roleases and scored
excellent results, *

£. Summary: The good pattern put dovn by the 450th denotes good fore
mation flying by pilots - but unfortunately, the good pattern missed tho target,
The pilot who led his unit under the second box of the 450th not ‘only led his
box into grave danger - he also prevented the high box from releasing théir bombs,
and scoring possible hita on the target. The 98th and 376th proved their ability
to effectively bomb a plics euvered torget, Their Scores - an N.A. for the 98th,
and a 55% for the 376th - certainly boiie tho excellaor® myng these groupa ac-
complished, Lead Bombardier KOILiT CHER of the 4.7tk is t5 be 2izhly commeuded

for his quiek thinking, and excclicnt desplay of "Bomhing Sensa" in using the
sighv 2s he did after the electrical system was shot cut. Against an almest im-
possible situation, Lt. KOHIESCHIR gqiq overything that could pPossibly be done to
olace. his bombs on the target,

GROUP THIS MISSION RATING REPORTS LLST FIVE

——————

376th 55% excellent excellent 77.8% all units
98th NA excellent excellent 69.9% one unit
A49th . NA satisfactory superior 61,1% three units
“0Oth 54 4% very satis- excellent three units
factory
ling eveorage 55% 64%

2. Navieation Analvsis:

a. Rendezvous: The rendeszvous was earried out very satisfactorily,
although somewhat loosely, The first wave (450th and 98th in that order) was
ordercd to rendezvous ovor MANDURIA, on course to SAN VITO, Thcs? two groups
were to emvloy the usual time and altitude spacings, The AAf& lf:7j°r of tPf
socond wave, was scheduled over @AﬂDURff, to be folvaag by the 375th over SAN
PAN, and with both on course to SAll VITO, Thus, both the wing and second wave
rendanvous were completed over SAN VITO, This system will bf cmployed, in the

', only when the wing formation to be used would make the usual p;tuc?n
rave points and a wing point) difficult to accomplish hCCErutcly. Briefed
fin:h and eltitudes and actual times and altitudes werc as follows:
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43000 fee and

728 5,000 fect,
0729 and 5,000 feet - 0728 and 6,
74

000 feect,

000 feet

Ve
000 feet,

0731 aug 6.0C0 fect - 0733 and Sy
- 0732 ang 7,000 feet - 0735 and 7,

) . .Routc outs The entire rang faithfullvy followed the briefed route,
w}th &1%0”Q§°?§ for the echeloning of the g upe., ihe keypoint was a water posie
SR ot ANCIMA, Tho brisfed time for this poinh was 916, and the &l titude,
20,0CC feet, Actual times and altitudes were as follows:

(1) 450th - 0917 at

(2) 98th - 0918 at

(3) 449th - 0920 at 28,0: %

(4) 376th - 0924 at feet.
The above figures denote a very fine wing formation (with the exception of the
time interval botween the groups of the second wave.) The elimb schedule was
planned on the basis of 200 feet per minute, but due to slow climbing lead aire
eraft, this was a stiff arrangement, In the future, a basis of 150 fect per mir.
te will be used, and it is believed that this will allow a safetv mar:

g
abnormal conditions, The Italian Coast was crossed On course ncar the

Wao

mouth and all groups squared away on the initial point,

&. Target: A1l four groups werc assigned the same target, FERRARA
RIVER BRIDGE, Bricfed target time was 1000, the axis was 250 dogrees, an® bombe-
Ing altitudes werc 22,000 feot for wave leadors (450th and 449th), end 23,500
fect for following groups (98th ang 376th). Actual times, axes, and bombing al-
titudes were as follows:

(1) 450th - 1002 at 21,000 feet on 243° to 2490,

(2)  98th - 1006 at 22,500 feot on 245° to 260°.

(3) 449th - 1009 at 22,000 foct on 248° to 253°.

(4) 376th - 1014 at 23,500 fect on 245° to 2550,
Targot spaeing was wide to allow as much smoke as possible to elear from the
target., Rallies wore as bricfed (shurp left) and wore effective in avoidance
of the main flak concentration,

d. Route baek: A1l groups followed tho briefed route to base,

S« Bscort: The oxcort was seheduled to rendezvous on course abeam
RIMINI (40 miles above the keypoint), Actual contact was oxtablished off PESCARA
(60 miles below the keypoint), From this point to, at, and after the target,
continuous eover was provided for all or part of tho wing, Escort departure on
the withdrawal was just above VIESTE,

£. Communications: Communications as a whole, was very satisfactory.
The 450th could not attain completely satisfactory communication with the 376th,
This is the only deficicney reported in the whole wing,

£+ The navigation of this mission, on the whole, is considered ex-
cellent, Individual group ratings arc as follows:
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Y - logs very satisfactory,
v lozs vory satisfactory

o o

a. Lt, REZIK operated for toe 445+: and Lt
The 98th and 376th did r )

Lt, STRGANAC for the 450th,

b. The e-flight check and aerial operation was good, Both sets
worked well,

8. The £/9th did not have &
atteupted to take pictures but the ca

d. Both operators were ablo
8. Both operators flew on a practice misscion the previous day,

£. The cquipment was used for navigational aids only, The D.R. na-
vigators werc supplicd with fixes on the route out,

£. Rating of Operators' logs:
(1) Both operators - very satisfactory,

By order of Coloncl RUSH:

1 1
A JQ'J’J“’N'
FOBERT H, WARFEN,

Lt. Col,, 4ir Corps,
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