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completely covered and the bombardier elected to hold the bombs.
They were returned to base,

c.” Due to a complete undercast’at the primary, all
Squadrons °f the 450th proceeded to the slternate at MATTIBOR. Al-
though all units hit the .T.P.-as briefed, only two units dropped
on the target. The first squadron,’ the 720th, had a normal -
thoush short - run and scored satisfactory results. . The 722nd
Scuadron, flying second, experienced a normal run but the bombs
failed to go away at the bomb release point. Dombs were later
Jjettisoned into the Adriatic. The third unit, "the 723rd Squadron,
missed the I.P. on the first approach so they made a. 360-and came
In for another run. This time the Scuadron hit the 1.Ps and ex-
rerienced a normal run. Bombardier EYER laid down a'very good -
corcentration on the assigned aiming’point - scoring excellent
results. <Lhe 721st Squadron, fl ing last, also made a 360 when
they falled to hit the I.P. the'first time. On the segcond approach
the bonibs were released from the lead 'ship at the T.P: Some ships
dropped on the lead Here and others jettisoned intot he Adriatic '*
enroute homes The two scuadrons that did not drop on the target
today were flying a new model ship in the lead. The release p o-
cedure in this model differs from that of previous models snd lack
of complete familiarity with the reledse’system was the cause of
these mishaps. el 1A 3 :

d. ' Neither'the 376th or 449th dropped bombs todaye Al-
though all™units went to the targst area the undercast here and
also at the. alternate prevented any runs.

i,

2. Navigation Analysis:

. 8« Rendy: Although the rendy plans had to be chenged
artTof THe groups were air-borne, the rendy was successfully
ished. ~

alter p
accompl

Rirst force 449th depart GRUJ PT. at 11000t1at 0954; at 0954 at 110001
Seconc force “449th depart GRUJ PT. at 12000' at 0959; at 1005 at 120001
First force 450th depart DU VNIK 11000' at 1003; at 1003 ‘at 11000
Second force 450th. depart..DUBROVNIK 12000' atl008; at 1009 at 125001
Firs: force 376th depart GRUJ PT. at 13000t at 1014; at 1014 at 13000t
Secoic Force 37Gth depart GRUJ PT. at 14000' at 1019; at 1016 at 140001
First foirce, 98th depart DU OVNIK at 13000! at 1023; at 1024 at 13000t
Seconc force 98th depsrt DUBROVNIK at 14000! at 1028; at 1032 'at 14500t
Tk2' second Torce of the 449th, which d eparted 6 minutes late
resutt of the lead navirators misiudgment of his final turn,

god to Fall iR’ trail properlys . T -

be Route out: D keypoint DRVENIK
19t1 and at five

AT TA 1A A
GERSZEG to NAGYUE
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QT T VAGSELLIZE, to

The route weather was Very g P to the LAKE BALATON Le

There Cirrus clouds, vapor trails and w cumulus began to obstruc
Vislbillty Increasinsly. mimes snd a tudes at the keypoint we

1ne

449th Pirst force at 1030 at
449th Second force nt 1041 a
450th Pirst force.at 1044 at
480th Second force at 1049 at
376th First force at 1050 at
376th second force st 1052 =
9¢th Pirst force at 1105 at

98th Second force at llli%

15000 feet.
17,000 feet,

a+
C

C. Target Are : L49th found the target completely ob-
scured and communic . information to the groups in trail,
Both forces of the 4 eturned their bombs to base sirc e
thelr gas was running low, ;

The first force of the 430th turned for MARIBCR when i1t ob-
served that the primery was overcast and both squrdrons hit the I.Pp.
The second forcc of the 450th received word nefore it reached the
I.Ps thot the primary was overcast and turned for HARIBOR. . The
first squadron made 2 560, because 1t was not properly spaced at
the I.P. on the first atiempt, and then passed two miles right of
the I.Ps The second squadron kit the T.P. souarely.

The 376th also turned to attsck MARIROR Just béfore it reached
the I.P. for KOMARON, however, the runs were abortive because of
heavy cloud interference ond a shortend tborb.h run resulting from
cuttiny the T.P. short.

The 98th also received word that visual bombing was not possible -
at the primary, but since the weather seemed to be slizhtly im-
proving, the ailr commander chose to attempt a run. The first force
hit the T.P, but found the target still socked in, so 1t turned
to MAIBOR, which the first two squadrons attacked on briefs
axls, <the third squadron could not locats the TeP 3zause of the
clouds, but sighted ths tarczet to the left. An attempt was made
to synchronize , but the run was too short. The second.forde of
the 98%h, hit the T.P. and then started its run on Koua
PiFe “he first two sguadrons were sble to complete vis
"€ third squadron, however, held its bombs for return
because it could not see the target. nes at the target follow:

449th first force at 1254 at KOIIAROM

449th second force at 1305 at HKONAROQIN.
450th first force at 1345-1347 at MARIBROR .
450th second force at 1349-1351% at 17A®ID0R.

76th first force at 1342 at MARTBOR,

S76th second force at 1340 at; HARTRBOR.

98th Tirx force at 1405 ~ 1409 at HARIBD®R .
98tL secu force at 1328 at KOMAROM

=z
!
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Route back; The briefed route back was osely foll-
owed.

Escort: A very effective escort of P-51ts and p-381s
was reported. :

g. Communication 2 ¢ were no communication
el e s ST Re o 6 e aric A48 fatzle he commenfi that the split
force, because of  wide 'sps ng, greatly reduces the effieciency
of the communica s

h.

lo3s supsrior.
logs exceldent.
Logs .excellien i
~ log s superior,

3.

2, T\ulve pathfinder aircraft were used to lead the
wing on thTs n ssion. The H2X equipment was to be used for nav-
igation only, as the target is in the area.excluded to PR bombi
Two failures were reported, one du¢ to loss of crystal current
target return, the other caused by heavy interference.

b. #1]1 bombing was visual. %he one squadron from the '
wing which™did bomb the PT was turned over the I.P. and scuarcs away
on the target by the Micl ey oper ‘tore. Operstors reported identify-
ins the t,rget area from 35 miles awaye. i

c. Extensive undercast conditiens of 7 to 10/10 cover
ounTered from the LAKE BALATON area uo the target and return.

and winds were continuously used for navigation while over
ritorys.

de s
q

bpe photos were taken by all gsroups. Any that are
BBr i .

cope
wrget material will be. forwarded.

BY COMMAND OF BRIGADIER GENERAL RUSH:

v o
S gt

tRT W. BROWHN,
Air, Corps,
Ldjutnnt.

uowkﬂchcr.
Wg. Navigator.,
La Groupe.
Ea Scuadron
Statlstical
A-3 file
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HEADUUARTERS
96TH BOMBARDMENT GROUF (H) AC
AFQ 520 New York, WY

SPECIAL NARRATIVE REPORT NO. 189.
MISSION: 8 March 1945 = KOMAROM /¥, SUNGARY.

40 B-24's took off between 0825 and 0918 hours to bomb KOMARGE M/¥
effective sorties. 10 4/C dropped on tho primary target 19.5 tons o
+01) RDX bombs at hours from 25,200 to 25,800'. Due to cloud

target 19 4/C dropped 36,25 tons on altemate target « MARIBOR
1412 hours from 22,700 to 25,400', & A/C were unable to pick up the
. moned 7.5 tons; 1 returned 1.5 tons to base. 1 4/0 Jettisoned
due to reck malfunetion and 1 A/C accidentally released .25 ton
¥ 2 4 e returns jettisoned € tons in Adriati
52 4/¢ returned to base at 16365 hours,

friemdly field,

Slt.
Target  Dam. n-.-.
1
345th 22, 500 S/MAR 0
. am 1492 25,400 Man ¢ -
2. Route Flak: At 1322 hours from 21,000 at 47406N & 18408% ~ SAAl. At 1522 hours
from 24,000 at 48:008 & 174525 - Ay,

Ve SIGNIFICANT OBSERVATIONS.

A. Communieationss At 1247 hours from 25,0000 at 47s575 & 173158 = 200 ears in N/Y.
¢ At 1242 hours from 25,000 at 46:51N & 16461% ~ 180 ears in WY.
B. ¥#lak Positions: wil, J
€. ) s 3 N4,

'. ll'd. ] lﬂ.
B

Others 1 Nil,
.1-
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