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Viottiana

Is art, as m all things which concern the
life of man, “Fashion," the most despotic and cruel
of tvrants, holds its sway, and thus it happens that
the most brilliant stars in the irmament of art APPCAr
sometimes obscured for-a longer or shorter period as
the tide of fashion nses and falls.

hawn to the niddle of last century * Gilambattista
Vietti™ was a name to conjure with, while to the
younger generation it 18 far less familiar than the
names of Vicuxtemps, Wieniawski, and others. Suar-
feit counts in o oreat measure Lo Viott's apparent
neglect, and when the effects of that have passed
away violmists will, no doubt, return to his master-
pieces with fresh zest, for they will always keep their
place among the standard works for the violin.

But cven now his ducts and concertos are well
known to students of that instrument, and they will
be interested to learn some incidents concerning the
latter part of his hfe, which hitherto remamed more
or less a mystery.

Some years ago Mr, Edward Heron-Allen showed
the writer a number of manuoscripts which throw
lrht on thet ||-.-|'i|'|t§, and he VETY k1|11]£}' rave his
permission for their publication.  They consisted of
an autobiographical sketch, a number of letters to his
fmends, and his last will. These documents were
all |::|]':]5:i|'|::t] iy SXe Maesed (vola., Wos, 8 and L4,
Berlin-Schuster & Loffler), together with reproductions
of Niokti's '|:|l.ll'lr.'li'.:-| |_'|1_.'
Madame Vigée Le Brun,
and by Trossarell,
which were supposed Lo
b |aask,

All that was known
about the latter part of
Viottt's life was tha
the French Revolution
drove him to England,
that he became partner
In a wing business 1n
London, which failed,
and that for some time
he was exiled for politi-
cal reasons and spent
the greater part of that
trmes o at schoneleld, -a
small place on the Dove-
Elbe, near Hamburg,

It was at the bepin-
mine of 1908 that he
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while sitting peacefully among his friends. Without
siving any reasons for his arrest, the officer informed
him that he must leave the country without a
moment’s delay. It transpired afterwards that Jacob-
ites, residing in London, recked their vengeance on
him for his escape from France by sending an anony-
maous letter to the Duke of Portland, in which he was
accused of n;l‘ulllti:}n;{r:r' i:urjgur_—*s and JMdse mragesit,
This caused him to write the before-mentioned sketch,
which he handed to Colman Macgregor, British Con-
sul at Teneriffe (then staying at Hamburg), in order
that he might undertake his justification. The docu-
ment was headed : ** A Short Description of the Life
of J. B. Viottl, from his entrance into the world until
the 6th of March, 1798."

He relates all that is known about his early life,
and also how the terrors of the revolution cansed
him to sell all his I'u:i-;}ngings in France, pay the
debts of his illfated theatre {Feydeau) and start for
Londen, where he arrived in July, 1992, Exactly
twelve months later he was informed of the death
of his mother, and set out for Italy, to arrange the
affairs of his family, Towards the end of the year
he returned to London, where he had made the
acruaintance of Mr. and Mrs. William Chinnery, *
whom he extols as people of most excellent quahties,
and good, staunch friends. They had introduced
him to Mr. Charles Smith, a wine merchant, in whose
business he invested all
that he possessed at the
time,  The reason he
gi'l.'l_.":‘i Lo Llﬁ_i'il.'lg oLl :i5
that he intended to
devote his whole life
to the company of lis
t.l'il;_:]'llZ_I:-i i[['l‘l.']. thi_! I;_'.'Il:.,‘.l'l.':'E:'-i'."'_.
of his art in privacy,
and that to this s pro-
fessional career would
not give him full leisure,

Mrs, Chinnery wias
an excellent pianist, and
a very accomplished
lacdly of great personal

W, Chinnery lived a1
44 Mortimer Street,  He
leit that house, which be-
longed to a Colonel Toon,
ab the end of 1708  His
father, Wm, [_'.'l:l:h:.m_:r':.', £fgl..,
wag seill alive, amd living o
44, Great Clueen Street,
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charm, whose house was frequented by the maost
fashionable and intellectual society. One of the
most intimate friends of the family was Adoelphus
Frederick, first Duke of Cambridge, Their daughter,
Caroling, a very beautiful girl, and their little son,
Walter, were both pupils of Vietti, Both died
voung, as well as their eldest son, George, who was
a young man of great promise, m whom the firse
Duke of Cambridge took a great interest, as we shall

gee anon, A
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On the 8th of October of that year he wrote o
Caroline :
EMy DEAR CARGLINE;
busy, composing some wery pretiy litile
B

T s just
pianeforte sonatas with violin accompaniment for you when
letter of your dear Mama brought me the news that you were
sadly peglecting your music. T am all the more shocked at ths
a5 Mama adds that it = ill homour that prevents you from
making progress.

Az T am convineed. that this can last but a few momenls,
and that you
will Tmme-
diantely be as
sweet and  ami-
able apgain as
vou were before;
I shall finizh the
sonatas, =0 thal
you may play
Ehem bo me Ty

e o

.l.'.lln.-.'r'_:' 0T iy
rabirn, and 1hat
I' may have the

pleasure of play-
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Mrs, Chin- i. ' i
?;_'_',J.,J* o the whaole
nery, who : .
; B ﬁ-‘ - o wpaar bel.
survived  her R — WA
’ YAl eet my
husband  and /f_ . ) :

T B ::{-’:4’:_,; I:,.&f:rr. el dear Caroline,
her chil- =, embrace  your
dren, had . little Walter for
hequeathed me, Temémber
them to a k. il fe B Ameelle,

and speak often
great-aunt of N S
M G of me with your
S AR FACSIMILE OF A LETTER WEITTEN TO VIOTTI BY THE DUKE OF CAMBRIDGE excellent mother
T.ﬂg-;l]:‘.lt:l' with and  your pood

Viott's letters, and the contents of her country house
Crillwell, at Sewardstone, near Walthamstow,

Among the letters 15 one to Master Walter
Chinnery, dated from * Schinfeldz ™ (Schonefeld),
Yee 18 juin, 178" In that letter Vietti writes:

Do yon practise your wiolin? Yoo must keep up your
E:-l.u.jringl yrmar Tt luer {}él:rrgl.' ii.:a'.zu'i.::t':, =i that YT FAmico!
may instruch you. Tell Mamsslle (the governess} that T often
thinl of her, Emlwace your father and mother for me, and

love with all your heart
SE%our Amico,

AT

L55

father, I hope that T may soon learn that yon deserve the full

esteem and friendship of ' Amico

Rl R D ] P

The above is a literal translation from the French
original, and it shows us better than any description
the amiable and loveable character of Viotti. He
had been educated at the expense of the Prince De
La Cisterna, together with the young prince, and his
distinguished appearance, as well as his great accom-
plishments and a natural grace and sweetness ol
manner, made him a favourite in Court cwcles, as



well as among  intellectual  and
polite society,

How much he was devoted to
the Chinnerys may be judged also
from the fact that he dedicated
six duos for two violing, op. 3, to
Mr. and Mrs. Chinnery, They
were composed at Schonefeld, and
the dedication on o the I_:u::mti!'nll}'
designed title-page runs as follows :
“Full of ;__{r;it:itm]u:, I offer this work
[t 15 the frut of
leisure which my misfortune has
afforded. Some of the pieces are
dictated by grief and others by
hope.” His last violin concerio,
the famous E minor, was dedicated
to his friend, Willhlam Chinnery.

The last of the above-mentioned

to friend :-:hil:h

documents, his testament, refers
once more Lo his fnends inoa most

]:i_ll:hl_:tit_' manner.  We quote his

own wordds.

After appointing his [riends,
Ciustav Gasslar, of Paris, and Wm.
Chinnery, or; failling lam, George
Rohert, his son, as executors, he
ZOes On. oSy :

e Mot only am 1 dying without means;
bt morcover I odie with a debt which
brisaks m i Weart. It is that debt which
By imsfortune cousad me (o efter  inio
towarids Madame Chinnery, born Trestlian:
That good and excellent cresture placed
the stm of So,000 francs at my disposal
o @asist me inomy busmezs,  The howse
failed, ond T was forced 1o |:|:|.i.ﬂl:||'|i.-'~|'| nod
only my own eapital but also the 50,000
francs lent Lo me with sueh-disimlerested
magnenimity, That sacred debt is the
mi=fortune af my Bk, and g wiall distarb
the peace ol oy ashes, il Toshonld hoave

the misfortone o De analde 1o -]i-C:IiiI.I::I: T
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FOETRAIT SKETCHES OF
VIOITI FEOM LIFE

S

He asks that in the latter case
all his belongings should be sold,
and the proceeds handed to Mrs.
Chinnery, after paying a debt
of eight hundred francs to his
brother, André. His Klotz vielin
he had already made over to
her, bat s Strad should be sold,
as it would be possible to obtain
*“a nice little sum™ of money for
it. He fequests that, as the pro-
ceeds would not cover his debt,
nothing should be reserved for
his interment ; “a httle carth will
suffice for such a ‘miserable’ as
‘myself.””  He feels sure that Mrs.
Chinnery will forgive him if he
dies in misery and unable to repay
that sacred debt.

1 feel sure even ihat she will shed
Litter tears in thinking of me, and that she
will never ceass o pray to the Al migill.}l' far
the repose of my soul.  In that conviction,
and with tears in my eyes, [ say rewell to
her for ever. [ say the same to you, dear
friends, full of l;lﬁ.l'iil.l.dl." which T shall na
longer be able 1o prove o you when you
peruse these pages. Farewell, drop a tear
and heave a sigh for the unfortunate who
addresses his last prayer to you. Written
in Paris this 13th of December, 18227

His sun was not to set without
spreading a friendly glow over the
remainder of his days.

Within about a week from the
date of the above document he re-
turned to London, and appears to
have lived henceforth in the house
of the Chinnerys. Mrs, Chinnery
and her son, George, occupied 17,
Montague Street, Portman Square,
until the end of rBz3, when they
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moved to 5, Upper Berkeley Street, and it was at this
address that Viotti expired on the Bth of March,
1824, at seven o'clock in the morning, in the presence
of Mrs. Chinnery—according to a family letter of
that date.

His last resting-place 1s stll unknown, as, curiously,
none of the Roman Catholic churches of that neigh-
bourhood have a record of his death. It appears not
il:ll.[JU‘“i'lbh: that he was buried at Sewardstone, where
Mrs. Chinnery’s children were interred.. There 15 a
crayon picture which shows Mrs. Chinnery at the grave
of Caroline. Some
members of a  branck
of this family are well-
known sportsmen of the
present day.

We have mentioned
already that the fist
Duke of Cambridee was
On very I'riq-.ncflg; tErms
with the famaly, and
also with Viottn Mr.
Edward Heron- Allen,
who received the before-
mentioned documents
from Mr Algernon
reen, has also some
letters from the  [Duke
to Viottr, They contam
several interesting refer-
ences to topics of the
time.

The first letter,
headed “*Cambridge
House, Samed:,” with-
out date, was written
early in 1813, as it refers
to the foundation of the
Philharmonic Society. FORTRAIT OF VIOTTI
Viotty, as . one of the
founders, had sent a ticket to the Duke.  The latter
W il.i.':ﬂ- =
UMon cHER VIOUTL,—"

ETe m'emprasse de vous accuzer o peea de vobre billet
et de vous prier de me mettre sur la Hste des souscriptenss a la
aociete Philharmonique, o'est aves un plaisic que jassisternia
ces concerts; 1 je me flattc e cebhc sociele Teussira 4 refablin

|{' i__:.ul! jhakir Ia ..:'.|-i-||:-.: insirumentale lii'.li. mzilhenrensement esl

-k

tombae en decadence dans ce PAaYLS i _§.|- =u1s bien foche

fue winis aves ele derechef incomode e pauvre: Yamond £st

danpercuzement  [malade) et je ne Pab pas v :I-e-|::|~.~4I Erais

semAInes, desorte que je n'al pas tonche fe violin de tout ce

LREn . le vais deninin a la ERIpLrTe, [aresd et A mon relour

[ this, 25 in the following leters, the .-\.':-lll'.f'.'lrg af the onginal

has been strictly adhered o,

1= serai-enchante Jde vous revalr et de vous assurer de vive viix
de la haunte estime avec laguelle je suis,
WA okTe tris  dévonde

HADOLPHUS FREDERICK.

“ Je wons prie de faire bien des compliments de ma part 4
Madame Chinnery, et de lui dire que je luirecommande d’aller
ches Mr. Bacon, No. 17, Newman Street, voir Ix statue do Roi
d'ont Pexhibition finisse aujourd’hui en huit.  Je ai vu hier,

at e 5118 infiniment content.

Lransiation
My brar VioTrr,

U T hasten to :l_:_'-',;:'_:_ll.ﬂ-q_'-fl_-:-;_' r*.'q.'-'i!l! o your mote, and ko
a5k you to pul me on the
list ot subscribers to the

l

shall waitend these conceris

Phitharmonic: Society.
with' pleasure, and fatrer
mysell that this society will
surceed in |q'-|:~.l.1l:li~.|‘|ing'.i|:-
aste for instromental MUEIC,
which unfortunately has gone
down in this country. Tam
very much annoyed to hear
that vou have besn again
malested.  Poor Vanoni is
dangerausly (il), and T have
nat seen hine ior three weeks,
zn thot [ have not touched
the wviolin all that time.
To-marrow 1T am going (o
the country, [fnf) and on my
rebirn [ oshun]] bem ||:'|E|;||!l.--5
o show how highly youw are
esteemed by
S Your very devolbed
b ALPHUS FREDERICK.™
*f Please mive my compli-
ments bo Madame Chinnery,
and tell her I recommemd
irer 1o go to Mr. Bacon, 17,
Mewman Sireet, to see the
stajue of the King, the ex-
hibition of which will bLe

elosed to-day week. T saw

BY TREOSSARRELLI

it vestepday, and 1 am very
wel] zatished wilk i

As the first Philharmonic took place on March
Sth, this letter was probably wntten in February.
Che ke, who was a brother of the Cueen, was
an enthusiastic musical amateur,  He was afterwards
senit to Hapover as oa Geeperal, and :~'II|Jr=~:f!'.I:!!Il]j-
became Governor-General of that country. His
London residence, “Cambridge House,” now g4,
E’i1'i:;|-||!!}.'. has been converted inio a club.

The next letter uns thas:

S CavEripeE Hoose, LMMANCHE,

SMOoN CHER VIOTTI,
" Te m'empresse de vous acceser le recw de Votre Billet,
et de vous dire que ayant oublié la repetition de ce matin i

envoye cher vous pour vous proposer ung petite Musique et pour

SURLINGAME
| o .-""_"-hiG-

LIB.
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nvenr - e plagsir de vons viar e de vous diemander Jdex nouvalles
de Madame Chinnery,

“Te ne mangueral pas demain: de me rendre. au | preaszer)
concer! pour aptendre e |'r-e!|1'|i-.:| CIMLYE dfarchet.,  Adien, faites
bien des complimens & Madame Chinnery ¢t a George, el s0ycs

aasure de mon estime.
VOV ales tees dévond

oAnoLruns FREDERICE."

This. note was :".'it:.--'l'll'.-j' written on the 7th of

first concert of the Philharmonii

March,
Society took place on Monday, March 8th, 1813

a5 the

Translated, the note runs as follows :
WOAMBRIpGE House, Suwday, T obow,
MY pEAR VioTTo,

1 hasten to acknowledge receipt of your note, and to
tell Y I:||:|II ||'.|1.'i||:_; |-::r|;-'-|!|,'|:| { Fuie
rehearsal this morning, I senl 1o you
o propose-a-little musie, and 1o iave
the pleasure ol secing you, and io
ask news of Madame Chinnery.

T shall not [ail toogo to the { )
hear the first

concert foemorrow Lo

firoke of the bow, Adien, give my
l.""ll1:.|l1ill'|£|I|.-'\. to Mme. I:-.||i|'|||-:::|1l.' anad

to Creorpe, and let me assare. you of

'I!I:.' e lEdEim .
Y our devoied
CADoLrHYs FREDERICH,
The lhke never forgets to
speak o, or send messages
to, "“eorge,” but the [ather,
William Chinnery, 1s not

mentioned anee,
MEry

I'-_rlr'u.l.n' g I"_-,l'.l':l'.".."."

A curtoos fact 15 that

Carmwery and

ey Aappedr as occumers  of

WALTEH CHINNERY

I5&

MEHES. CHINNERY By TEROSSARELILI

17, Montague Street, until the end of 1823, when
Mrs. Chinnery moved to, 5, Upper Berkeley Street
(according to the London directories of the time).
The former 15 undoubtedly the house to which the
Duke refers in a letter of July 7th, 1817, when he SAYS
that he is pleased to hear that they have found a
house which they ke,  OF William Chinnery we hear
nothing more, except that Vietti appointed him his
trustee in 1822, and that he was then living at Havre,

Another undated note speaks of the Duke's satis-
faction to hear that Viotti has recovered from
recent indisposition, and that he hopes that George
will follow his example by recovering in a couple of
It

then tells us of his regret at not

i

days (ua couple de jours),

finding Mrs, Chinnery at home
when he called, and asks Vioth
to postpone his mtended visit
HE hail oo to Carlton
House,® but that he hopes to
see him and have some musie

e Lo

on his retum from the country
on Wednesday.
Here is the origimil text

HTE TNMANCHE,
Mo cHER VIoTT,
* Te m'emprese de vous accnser
le recu de votre bBien aimalile Ballet
et e vous dire que | sus bien ALSE

d'apprendre que voos eles out a fuit

* The residence of the Repent,
reoree, Prance of Wales, alterwards
Crgorge TV,

BY TROSSARELLL
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remis de votre indisposition.  Je doubte qu'il me soit impessible
de profiter aujourdhui de votre hien aimable offre de passer
ches moi dtant obligé apres 'Eglise d’aller a Carlton House
mais 4 mon relour de la Campagne Mercredi prochain se serai
enchante de faire de la musique avee vous:  Je vous prie de faire
bien: des compliments de ma part a M= Chinnery et de Tui dire
que j'al eté bien fache de la manqguer hier. Faites ANSSEL MES
pmitids & George, et dites lui que je e flatte qu'il suivra volre
example en se Temetiant dans: un couple de jours de son
indisposi i,
£ Adieu, mon cher Wiotil, e croyes mod,
¥ Vatre tres dévond
UATOLPHUS FREDERICK.Y

The fu]l.n;m'ini_r' is also undated -
M edmerdar, af ane o'clock f10 the merning.
My nEaR VIioTmrl,—

“ This moment 1 have read your amable
hasten to tell you before poing to bed
that T shall be delighted tosee you
aguin at ten ofclock for breakius.

note, and 1

o Please pive my compliments 1o
Madame Chinnery and to Gearge,
and haliewe mie (ef e persaad’ ),

% aurs traly,
L ADOLPHDS: FREDERICK."

I George has time, tell him to
accompany yoi, "

The preceding notes give
= ".'I_'T}' girl,'lli_l iill,,!.'l l.|'|. 1.]5!.‘
familiar footing that cxisted
between the Duke, Viotti, and
the Chmnerys. In fact, the
keen interest which the Duke
shows in everything that con-
cerns George Chinnery leads
one almost to think that he
may have been his godfather.

The next note comes from
Hanover with a recommenda-

CARDLINE CHINNERY

tion for the Brothers Bohrer,

who, on their concert tour over Northern Europe,
visited Hanover on their way to England.  Although
they came o London i 1814, they did not play at
the Philharmonic concerts until May, 1828, Anton
Bohrer, the 1.'iu|i:'|i:1l.:I returned 1n IE&.} to Hanover,
where he remained as * Concertmeister © (leader),
while Max Bohrer settled at Stuttzart.  Romberg said
of him, that if he closed his eves when he heard Max
Bohrer playing he imagined he heard himself, The
two brothers usually plaved duets by Rombers, or of
their own composition, which was similar m style, but
rather weaker.

The interesting little note runs :

UMy pEak Viowei,—

[ zend Youl & few wornds to recommend the brothers
Bohrer, two young people of great merit who are very-anxious
to make your acquaintance,  They have spent a few days at

Hanover, and I had much pleasure in hearing them play.
The one who plays the violoncello has played a good deal
with Romberg, and I believe their Duos are in the style of the
brothers Romberg.

* | take thiz opportunity to ask you o send me news of your.
self, and of Madame ¢ Chinnery, to whom I send my compli-
ments, Don’t forget to remember me also to Creorpe; and rest

atsured, ete., ote.”

In 1814 Viorti paid a visit to Pans, and his friends
encouraged him to devote more time to composition.
He apparently took their counsel, as the following
will show, and it 15 certain that
some of his finest concertos during the period which
]111-!.‘:&([-.1:1 his last return to France o 18 1g.

letter he wrote

The commencement of the letter, dated from Han-
over, February ith, 1815, deals with the delivery of
two violin bows which Viotti
had purchased for the Duke.
The latter tells him how much
he wished that Vietti micht
bring them himself; but then
he knew how indispensable he
was to his fnends. He then
refers to a passing indisposi-
ton of Mrs. Chinnery, and
continues as follows :

** You assured that I
thoroughly appreciate your senti-

Ay Fesi

ments with repard to George, and
I wish that it depended on me to
prepare another destiny for him, 1
nmm sure Lhat your frienda in Pares
were very pleased to see vou again,
and T-am rejoiced to hear that they
have encouraged you io take apgain
tocomposing. | am lookime forward
with impatience’ to: receiving the
concerto which you kindly
dedicate to me. I have been busy
studying the gquartets, which are of

weill

BY TROSSARELLI
grenl merit. 1 have played one with Romberp, who wasz
charmed with it; He spent sight days here, and it s mpossilde
fo be more aimable than he. I heard him play nearly every
day, and 1 have much regretted his departure. T flatter mysaif
that a few months hence I shall be able to make a journey to
England, and in that case | shall rejoice at the plewsure of
FEEinE you again. . . 4

The following letter shows that this intended visit
to Englamd was actually made m the summer, 1816,
George Chinnery was destined for the diplomatic
“L'Amice,"

as we have secn before, was the nickname of Viotts,

carcer, hence the reference to Canning,

‘The rest of the letter explains jrsell
BrIGHTON, e s, 1516;

£E A MeEs

HT have many u||-r|-::-l_;i-¢- tis miake o you for oot 'I'.:'.'.iul:

DEAR CHINNERY -

ackuuwlngfnl }'::-I_:_'r-:]:l:.' Lhie receipt of VO VETY kind fode, but
I really was so hurried that it was ot in my power. I therefore
seize the hrst moment [ have to mysell to retarn wou Lest thanks



The Connoisseur

for it; and to assare you that though I have been hitherto
deprived of the pleasure of waiting apon you, it has not been my
fault, bt really it has been owing to the constant hurry T have
been living in ever since | have been in England.  Gieorge and
I'"Amico will have both, I trust, done me justics in this respect,
anil YL iy |1t1]1|:::|.|| om iy {“:l.liing al yonr house before Foul
leave London. It is very provoking, indeed, that I should have
been so long in London without our having met, amd it is a
thousand pities that the parly at Wimbleton should not take
place, The cavse, however, 15 fortunately removed, bat I fear,
for all that, that I mus; give up the pleasure of mecting you
there this year, as my stay in England will be very shore, and 1
really am afizid of fixing a day from the uncértainty that 1 can
keep my engagement. You will easily belicve the delight 1
had ta see George, and T sincerely hope that after the knowledge
Mr. Canning has; of his character and-abilities, he will soon
think of doing something for him, I will now not detain you
any langer than to rerquest you o remember me most kindly to
George and 1"Amico, and believe me,
Y0y dexr Mrs: Chinnery,
Y oues most sincerely,
“ApoLraus FREDERICK, ™

On the zist of October, 1816, he writes again
from Cambeay :

“ My pEAR VioTTi—

“ Az [ have heard that you are at Bruossels, [ hasten to
send wou these lines, You know the deep interesr I
take in everything that concerns Mrs Chinnery, and yow will
surely bave po doubt that it wonld gi'.-'i: me the greatest pleagure
to be useful to her. At this moment T zee no possibility of
doing 20, All the appartments at the various palaces are
oconpied, and even werethis not the caze, the Lord Chamberlain
has 50 many people on hiis list that I-am sure I sheuwld rmes
with a refusal f I asked him. My sisler’s household is com-
plete 3 moreover, T must confess that I do not knosw what
{situation) post Mrs. Chinnery could occupy near her.  Afier
this explanation you will see, my dear Viotti, that T find it
impassible to be useful to her. Adien! I must finish, for my
hrother, whowill take this letter, & just ready to depart. - . 5f

From the above it appears that Mrs, Chinnery
sought an appointment as lady-in-waiting, through
the influence of the Duke, but was unsuccessful,

The last of the letters 13 dated’: Mewbriifant, ce

7 Suidler, r&ry. With that letter he sends a draft
for fifty gwneas for a violin which Vietti bought for
him, requesting that it might be sent to his ** Maitre
d'Hotel, Mr. Unhn,"” with instructions to hand it to
thie: Hanoverian courier, who would be in London
at the end of the month, and would take it with him
on his return,  After expressing his pleasure about
the satisfactory news of the state of health of
Mrs, and George Chinnery, and that they have found
at last a smtable house (17, Montague Street), he
tells him that he hopes to come to England, in the
following vear, and to pay them a wisit. Then he
continues :

I had tooremain here this year much againgt my will, bat one
muzl do ks daty, and for that renson Ioam obliged to remain in
the country.  The music fares badly ; unfortunstely T have so
Little time at my disposal that 1 have not played the violin more
than eight or ben times during the last three vears. . T sing some-
times, and I have an Dwalian, called Bolossi, who accompanies
me very well, and who i a good composer.

“*Good bye, my dear Viotti, and be assured of the esteem and

friendship
MO0 your devoted

, ADOLFHUS FREDEEICE.™

It is evident that the Duke’s friendship towards
Viotti and the Chinnerys was worth more than his
French,  ‘There is a homeliness and kindliness of spirit
which peers through all s poor French, however,
which must win for him a good dsal of sympathy.
It is evident, also, that he took a wreat deal of
interest in all the people he came in contact with,
Amusing 15 his reference to the " good composer,”
Bolossi, of whom the world s totally ignorant,
and probably none the worse for it. But Italian
was as much the fashion in music as French in
polite conversation, no matter whether good, bad, or
indifferent.  And one thing more we learn from these
letters—how greatly honoured and beloved Viotti
was by the best people of his time.
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