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MISSION NO. 60

Missions

TARGET: DEFENSIVE POSITION
ARROMANCHES BEACH, FRANCE

6 JUNE, 1944

INVASION DAY
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At 0100, Colonel Luper entered the briefing room. The command, “Attention” was quickly
followed by, “At ease”. Col. Luper walked to the front of the briefing room and stood before the
huge map of Europe. “Gentlemen”, he said, “This is it.” He continued, “This is what we have all been
waiting for. | need not tell you how much depends on today’s operation. Every resource in our

possession must be put to use to make this mission Successful It must be successful”

The various briefing officers then took over and for more than thirty minutes, details of the
mission were explained. Nothing was omitted; nothing was left to chance. Crews were also
advised only boats heading towards the United Kingdom would pick up ditched crews.

Preparation for this day had been carried out with the utmost secrecy and no hint had reached the
crewmen. Nevertheless, there had been many indications the long awaited day was at hand.
Additional guards had been posted. Passes had been cancelled. Ground crews worked with a
sense of urgency to service the ships. The lead crews were called for pre-briefing at 1900 hours on
5 June. Thus, when crews assembled in the early morning hours of 6 June, few had to be told
today was the day.

The 457th was assigned two defense positions on the Arromanches Beach that were to be
bombed ten minutes before the first assault wave of the British Second Army hit the beaches.
Twenty-four craft, the “First Force”, would attack a defensive position consisting of three pill
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boxes and three shelters on the beach just north of Creully, while eighteen craft, the “Third Force”,
would attack a defended locality at Anselles-Sur-Mer, three miles west. Both targets were on the
Arromanches Beach between Bayeux and Caen. Zero hour was 0725 hours.

The “First Force”, led by Col. Luper with Lt. Charles D. Brannan as pilot, began taking off at 0430
hours, followed by the “Third Force”, at 0450 hours, led by Major Fred A. Spencer, with Captain
Russell M. Selwyn as pilot. Assembly was accomplished as dawn broke and the English Coast was
crossed at 0632 hours. At mid-channel the cloud cover was ten-tenths. Looking out in front
through a hole in the clouds and under the overcast, one could see some of the thousands of water
craft on their way to the invasion.

The “First Force” dropped its bombs at 0700 hours. The “Third Force” dropped at 0710 hours. At
the same time the primary targets were being shelled by warships and hit by dive bombers. The
whole invasion coast was obscured by clouds and it was not until the formation approached the
English Coast that the many invasion craft could be seen again. No enemy fighters or flak were
encountered. All planes returned to the Base and crews stood by for a second mission, but none
was ordered.

The crews finished the day’s work hope full their efforts had aided a Great Crusade. The Eighth
put up a total of 2512 bombers during the day. Only five planes were lost.

MISSION NO. 60

June 6th 1944

748th Squadron 749th Squadron 750th Squadron 751th

AJC it 458 A/C ¥ 051 IA/Cw 098 AJCH
p Lt]Clyde R. Weid LtjOonald E. Lady Ltjedward B. Dozier U
cp Lt]Louis G. Mueller Ltlloseph F. Reilly LtjHarry ). Huskey Ma
n Lt]Solon J. Boydston Ltjludson E. Krueger LtjRobert J. Burright U
b Lt|Kenneth B. Taylor Lt|Mattison Ltjalexis P. Umoff U
tt Sgtjlames R. Powell SgtBernard L. Baker LtjHenry P. Loades u
ro Sgt]Nolan V. Claxton Sgtjwilliam G. Arterburn Sgt|Dwight H. Anderson U
bt SgtjNorman C. Bonney SgtjMarvin H. Sloan Sgt|Hyman Kalb Sg
lwg Sgt]Edwin Dempsey Sgtjwalter F. Palmer Sgt|Gerald E. Poston Sg
wWg LtjEdward L Cavanaugh Sgt|Ross D. Pogue Sgt|Fredrick L. Exley Sg
g Sgt Sgt Sgtjwilliam C. Young U

Sgt|Frank L. Ridenhour
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p LtjComelius S. Woolf Lt]Donald G. Karr Lt]Franklin H. Morrell L

P Maj|Gordon H. Haggard LtjEnnis E. Brown Ltjarthur M. Richards U
n Lt]Kinney Hellums Ltlloel H. Apel LtjMarsh M. Calloway, Ir U

b Sgtjwilliam B. Wescott Sgt|Kkenneth M. Krise F/O|Lawrence C. Ghiorse L

tt Sgt]Gerard J. Hyink Sgt]Philip Finkelstein Sgt|Robert C. Kogler Sg

(] SgtjAlden B. Orr Sgtjvirgil G. Maier SgtjDonald R. McCurdy Sg

bt Sgtjiohn L. Batts Sgt|Morris J. Woodell Sgt|Dwight W. Parken Sg

lwg SgtjRoman A. Zelazo Sgt|Eugene H. Paprota Sgtlloseph R. Wheatley Sg
wg Sgt]Samuel |. Craft, Jir Sgt|Paul M. Rogers Sgt|Harold V. Barris Sg
tg Sgt]Ernest R. Campen Sgt|Charles L. Edwards Sgt Sg
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p Lt]Kenneth W. Burkhart Ltjwilliam K. Byle LtjScott B. Ormsby U

P Lt|Noble L. Webster LtjEdwin K. Willlams Lt|Fred D. Stallings U
n Lt}iulius venerofsky LtjPaul L. Morris LtVincent A. Lemon L

b Sgtjlohn G. Siroskey LtjRalph J. Smithling Ltjarthur R. Mendenhall U

tt Sgt]Samuel B. Goff SgtVincent W. Krysiak Sgtlay L. Saulsburry Sg

ro Sgt]Sidney N. Erickson Sgt|Robert H. Prisk Sgt|Ray F. Jones Sg

bt Sgt]T. ). Shields Sgtllames C. Williams Sgt|Fred F. Castle Sg

lwg Sgt]Carl Tulowitzki Sgt|Herbert L. Brownfield Sgt|Gordon J. Neely Sg
wg Sgt]Carl Wulowitski Sgtjiohn P_Jordan Sgtploseph M. Sofranko Sg
tg SgtjHoward W. Berrier Sgt_ sgt Sg
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